Online Research at FamilySearch Library

(Bob Kraska)

The FamilySearch Library of the Latter-Day Saints Church maintains a
genealogy library containing over 6 billion documents that were photographed at
world-wide archives. If the FamilySearch Library had their druthers, all of these
documents would be available for public viewing/downloading at their website,
FamilySeach.org. However, many archives have contracts with the library that
impose various levels of restricted public access to their documents.

As a first-time visitor to the FamilySearch website, you will be asked to create an
account (username & password) that you must log into at each subsequent visit.
Creating an account will also enable the site’'s “Al Research Assistant” to help
you in building your family tree at the FamilySearch Library, as distant cousins
may have created a family tree at the website.

To search your “John Doe” ancestor at FamilySearch.org, click on “Search” in
the top toolbar and then click on “Records”.
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An “Ancestor Information” window will open and select the “More Options” mode
where you can opt to search for a specific document type, e.g., a birth record.
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A “John Doe” that most closely matches your search input data will be displayed
at the top of the search results list. Those that follow are given and surname
variant matches on document types that were not specified in the “Ancestor
Information” window. For example, if you searched for a marriage record, the
search results may also contain birth, death, census, military or citizenship
records that may relate to your “John Doe”.
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Each search result will display any of four symbols: namely, a “text’, “camera”,
“‘person” or a “family tree”. Clicking on these symbols will display information
that pertains to a search result.

Jakob Niznik Marriage 29 May 1911 Spouses Julia Kwiasmewska D{g @) @
Groom Minneapolis, Hennepin, Minnesota, United
Minnesota, County Marriages, ~ States

1853-1983

Jacob Niznik Military Draft Registration from 1917 to 1918
Minneapolis, Hennepin, Minnesota, United
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Principal
United States, World War I Draft States
Registration Cards, 1917-1918 Birth 22 July 1881

+ The “text” symbol contains data that was transcribed from a document, but it
may not contain all the available data. For example, a transcribed civil
marriage record will most likely contain names, ages and city/state data, but
not the exact location of the wedding ceremony, such as a church. Upon
opening the “text” symbol, you will also notice a blurred document with the
notation “Check Image Availability”. Clicking on this image may state that the
image is available for viewing/downloading at either a FamilySearch Affiliate
Library or a FamilySearch Center Library

* The “person” symbol will allow you to attach a “John Doe” document to a
probable person match in a family tree within the library’s database.

» The “family tree” symbol will display a family tree that may be a match to your
“John Doe” ancestor.

* The “camera” symbol will display a document image that can be viewed or
downloaded without any restrictions.

Besides the Minnesota Genealogical Society Affiliate Library located at 1385
Mendota Heights Road (which being a member of PGS-MN, you have free
access to), other nearby Affiliate Libraries are the:

» Wilson Library on the University of Minnesota Campus (West Bank)
* Hennepin County Central Library (in downtown Minneapolis)

There are five FamilySearch Centers in the Twin Cities metro area:
* Anoka - 2742 Yellowstone Blvd.

Crystal — 2801 Douglas Drive N

New Brighton — 100 Silver Lake Road

Oakdale — 2140 Hadley Ave N

Lakeville — 18460 Kachina Ct.
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Outside the Twin Cities metro area there are many locations throughout the state
of Minnesota (and other states / countries) that have either FamilySearch
Affiliate Libraries or Center Libraries.

To find these locations, enter “locations.familysearch.org/en/search” in your
search browser on your computer. You will be given the opportunity to search by
address, city or region. Each of the libraries has a website that will provide you
with address, phone number and when they are open.

Information available to the researcher is the same whether you undertake your
research at a FamilySearch Affiliate Library or a FamilySearch Center Library. If
you are an LDS Member, you will obtain a special account through which you
can view some restricted records that non-LDS Members cannot view.

To view/download a document at the Minnesota Genealogical Center Library,
login to your account at FamilySearch.org using either your personal computer
that is connected to the library’s Wi-Fi or a library computer and proceed as if
you were researching at home.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Bob volunteers at the Hoffman Library at MGS twice a month:
* The first Saturday from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm

* The second Thursday from noon until 6:00 pm

He indicates that it gets a bit lonely volunteering not having Poles visiting to help
with their Polish research. General information for the Hoffman Library is in the
section below.

MGS / Hoffman Library Hours

The Minnesota Genealogical Center and the Hoffman Library is open four days
each week, when they have volunteers available to assist researchers.

* Monday: 10:00 am until 6:00 pm

* Wednesday: 10:00 am until 4:00 pm
e Thursday: 10:00 am until 6:00 pm

« Saturday: 10:00 am until 4:00 pm

Before heading to the Hoffman Library, double check their website to make sure
they are open. https://mngs.org/Welcome-to-Hoffman-Research-Library

Address: 1385 Mendota Heights Rd, # 100, Mendota Heights, MN 55120
Phone Number: 651-330-9312
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