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MGS and its Branches present the
10th Annual MGS 6'Branching Out" Meeting

at Kennedy High School in Bloomington

Keynote Address: Janet Roseen
"The Genealogy Collection at \ililson Library,

University of Minnesota"

with presentations by:
The Polish Genealogical Society of Minnesota

Tracing Chain Migrati.ons in Minnesota's Polonia
hosted by Greg Kishel and Jan Bias:

Techniques for researching large-scale immigration from
specific areas in Poland to small towns in the Midwest, with
examples from south-central Minnesota and the Iron Range.

Silesian Settlernent in Minnesota
An open forum hosted by Robert Prokott:

Presentation and discussion will concentrate on immigration
from Silesia--the origin of rnany Minnesota Polish settlers.
Handouts will include a map of Silesia as well as the narnes
(both in Polish and German) of the villages of origin.

Finding your Ancestral Place of Origin in Poland using
Sl,ownik nazwisk . . . hosted by Paul Kulas:

The usefulness and limitations of using Slowniknazwisk . . .
to find your family's place of origin in Poland will be discussed.
Help in using this important reference work will be provided.

Presentations by other groups belonging to MGS include:
Lutheran Church Records, State Censuses, and Computer, Irish,
Germanic, Norwegian, Swedish Genealogy and possibly others.

PGS-MN will also have a table where a selection of books
and other materials relating to Polish genealogy will be sold.

Registration begins at 8 a.m., the keynote address is at 9:20
and the Polish "break-out" sessions are at I 1:00, 1:30 and 2:45.
Cost: $12.00 payable to MGS. Directions are found on page 3.

llm thf,s ilssue q q q

Upcoming events....... .....page 1

l0th Annual MGS "Branching Out"
Presentations by PGS-MN

President's Letter........ ........p.2
The Bulletin Board.... ..........p. 3
Letters to the Editor:....... ....p.4

Sending GED files by email?
A research resource
Member research on website
From our website chair
Trip to Poland?
Research in Korfant6w.....................p. 5
Name of Church?
Research in KoScier2yna...................p.
Bingo! 25 years in the making!!!
A reply to Ray....... ..........p.7
Enjoyed Bias article
Records update
Membership number?
Guide/interpreter.......... ...p. 8
A new member in Germany!

Clarification conceming
German Military Records.................p.

Missing Branches... ...........p. 1

Origins of the Matros sumame...........p. 1

The Opatz sumiune in America..........p. 14

Library Comer....Book Reviews.........p. 1

Prussian Catholics:
Stanke, Katholische Kirchenbiicher in

Ost-undWestpreufien
Stanke, Collegium Marianum in Peplin:

Schiilerv er zeichnis I I 58 - I 920
A retum to the homeland

of my ancestors... ..........p. 18
Searching for Rys in Poland:

A practical guide for achieving
genealogical results... ....p.2C

Rys ancestor chart....... ......p.22
PGS-MN Newsletter

Sumame Indexing Project...... .........p. 23
St. Hedwig's Church

Barry's Bay, Ontario.......................p.



Polisfi Gnealogicol So ciety
olfMinzesota

A Branch of the Minnesota Genealogical Society

5768 Olson Memorial Hwy'
Golden Valley MN 55422

http://www.mtn. orglmgs/branches/polish.html
http://www.rootsweb.com/-m npolgs/pgs-m n. htm I

Offi cers/Board of Directors:

Presidenr..... .Terry Kita (6t2-927-0779)
< terry.kita @federalcartridge.com t

Vice President................. ...........Vacant
Secretary................Mrry Ellen Bruski (763-588-3801)

Treasurer................Barbara Rockman (7 63- 493-8465)
Past President.........Greg Kishel < gfkl@cornell.edu>
Director................ G e nny Zak l(.:,eley (7 63 - 42 4-37 47 )

f)irector................. John Radzilowski (651 -504-021 0)

Director......................Lisa Trembley (952-941-057 4)

Committee Chairs:

Library & Newsletter........ Paul Kulas (763-427 - 4523)

Membership .Terry Kita (672-927-0719)

Program..................Greg Kishel <gfk1@cornell'edu>

Research..................Michael Eckman (612-929 -453 4)

Website.....Mary Ellen Bruski .bruski@voyager.net >

Polisl Ge n ealogica / So cie4t

o1f Mi n n e s o ta JVe ar le lter
Newletter Staff:

Editor.......... .Paul Kulas (763-427-4523)

Associate Editor.......... .......Greg Kishel
Contributing Editor......................W. Kornel Kondy
Contributing Editor......................John Radzilowski
Printing........ ............Genny Zakl{teley
LabeIs........... ........'.....'..'Lisa Trembley
M aili ng.................... Genny Zak l{teley, Greg Kishel

The Polisb Genealogical Socicty ofMinnesota
Neuskttcris published quarterly in Spring, Sutnrner,
Autumn and Winter. Subscription to the Nezosletter
is included with membership. Dues are $15.00 per
year (See application form on the advertising insert).

Items submitted for publication are welcome and
encouraged. Deadlines for inclusion are: March 15,

June 15, Sept. 15 and Dec. 15 respectively. Artides,
letters, book reviews, news items, queries, ad copy,
etc. should be sent to:

Paul Kulas, PGS-MN Newsletter
12008West River Road
ChamplinMN 55316-2145

or to e-mail: klulas@ties.k12.mn.us

O 2001 Pofish Genealogical Society of Minnesota

Polish Genealogical Society of Minnesota Winter 2000-01

President's Letter by Terry Kita

ln addition to the very intercsting Polish genealogicai
information in this newsletter edition, therc are a numher of
other items for your consideration. The l]oarcl has proposed
that our Constitution be amended, primarily to hold trur
annual meeting in the tirst quarter rather than the last quartc'r
of each year. Most of our prograrns including those ot the
MGS, are held early in the year. An early annual meeting
may help remind members that a new clues-paying )'ear has

arrived. We will present the proposed constitution changt's at

the annual meeting, lbr discussicln and approval.

The election of olficers is the seconcl itcm to rvhich I call
your attention. A slate of offlcers is presented in the llullc'tin
Board column on page 3. We have an opening lbr thc posi-
tion of Vice President. Olfice in tlur organizaticln is opc'n ttr

any member who is willing to serve ancl participate in rrlc'ct-

ings and other duties. If you have an interest in an1' oftice.
please contact me now or at the annual meeting. Olficcrs
serve a one yeaf term.

Our organization was begun in 1992. A member sul1cv
was conducted in 1996. Aboul30 Vc,of the surveys werc
completed and retumecl. Results wel'e used to make changes
or additions to our programs, newsletter teatures, ancl to our
library collection. A new survey form is incluclecl with this
newsletter. We ask that each of you complete and retum it as

soon as possible. tn addition to the questions askecl. lve neeti
your coffunents. As more and more information hecomes
available on the intemet, we want to make sure that membcrs
are able to make internet connection a possibilit!'. St'\ c'ral

questions on the survey pertain to use clf the intemet for gc-

nealogical research.

We will publish summary results of the sulvey in a luture
newsletter after it appears most replies have been retumed'
Please retuffr surveys as soon as you can ancl pdnt or type if
possible.

One of the things we ask you to c<lnsiclcr is to prescnt. ei-
ther in written or verbal tbtm, the truits of your compietetl
genealogical research. This should be done, not onli' hc'cause

of tfre possible links to other researchers, but also iiS 3I1 t-'o-

couragement to others. The presentation can be as lbrmul t)r
informal as you wish, at any of our luture meetinSs.
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We hope to see as many members as possible at the
February 24th Annual Meeting at 10 am in the meeting
room at the MGS Library. f)irections to the library can
be found in the advertising insert in this newsletter

g+ io_

The Bulletin Board
MGS 66Branching Out" meeting:

The meeting will be at Kennedy High School,970l
Nicollet Ave. South in Bloomingron. Ample parking
is available in the lot between Nicollet anrl the school.
Directions: From 35W exit on 98th Street. Go east to
Niccrllet Avenue. From Cedar Ave. (77), go west on
Old Shakopee Rcl. to 98th Street. Cio wesf ro Nicoller.

Future meetings:

On April 28, 2001: PGS-MN member, Jill Johnson
will speak on her genealogical trips to Galicia. Details
will follow via l1yer!

Mark your calendars: We have reserved the meeting
room on the lower level of the MC}S Library in Golden
Valley on the following clates in 2001: October 13 and
November 10. Announcements of speakers and topics
will follow separately in future issues of this newsletter
ancl via mailecl flyers and on our website.

Annual Business Meeting and Election.....

You should have received a flyer announcing the
details of our Annual meeting scheduled fbr February
24,2041(You will probably be receiving rhis news-
letter after that date). The tollowing is the proposed
slate of candidates:

Terry Kita
(vacant)
Mary Ellen Bruski
Barbara Rockman
AudraEtzel
John Radzilowski
Lisa Trembley

A proposecl constitutional amendment will also be
presented and voted upon. The effect of the amendment
will be to change the convening of the annual meeting
to the first quarter of the calenclar year. Results will be
reported in the next issue of the newsletter.

200l membership dues are due

If you have not already renewed your membership
for 2001, please do so now! Check your mailing label
on page 28. If the first. two numbers on the label are
"00" you need to renew. Your prompt renewal saves
us much time and extra work by not having to send
out individual renewal notices.

Mailing, e-mail address change?

Send new E-mail address to: Mary Ellen Bruski at
<bruski @voyagernet>

Send mailing address changes to: Lisa Trembley,
10149 Nottingham Trail, Eden Prairie MN 55347.

Extra contributions
We acknowledge and thank the following for their

rnonetary contribution to PGS-MN (either through
Sponsor membership or additional contribution to the
Library Fund):

Sandra L. Batalden Gerald J Keeville
Jim Bogut Le Roy J. [.a Motte
Marcee Clemons Hurry McOuat
John L. Coulis Madeline Shinbach
Jerome B. Gracyalny Marianne Springer
Rod Julkowski Ann Wrampelmeier

FHL films on permanent loan

Most LDS Family History Centers will now keep
the films that you have orclered three consecutive
times on pe(manent placement at their centers.

Bob Prcrkott (see story on pp. 12-13) reports that
six films for Falkowice parish (1165-1870, film #'s
0923439 to O923444) are permanently storecl at the
LDS FHC in Crystal. Members: If you know of tilms
of parishes in Poland that are on perrnanent loan at any
LDS FHC, please let us know. We will publish that in-
tbrmation here so others may make usc of these films.

Remember too that PGS-MN has arranged to have
the films of the Polish parishes in the Diocese of New
Ulm placed on perrnanent loan at the LDS FHC in
Crystal. These include: St. Adalbert's in Silver Lake
(film #'s 1705530-31), St. John Cantius in Wilno (#'s
t728361,1728378-79), SS. Peter and Paul in Ivanhoe
(1728358, 60), SS. Cyril and Methodius in Taunton
(1711138, 171 1269), St. Joseph's in Rosen ancl St.
James in Nassau (1710897-98) and St. Joseph's in
Halloway (1710900).

President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Directors:
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From our Website Chair
fgfut lo tlg €ditfir' I am tbrwarding to you a messase I received from

"x(5tl3gRedak"torasfffi",i:""x5:"*l,;tfi ffi'*Tl#:".'"'#ts8t:*'\r
member he inquired about. I told him to ask her to
write a little note about their success tbr our news-
letter. I wish more people would let us know about
their successes because of the website.

Mary Ellen Bruski <bruski@voyager.net>

Hi Mary Ellen,
Thanks for sending me the identification and

location for QUADE. It looks as though we have a
comrnon background lineage. Everytime I mentioned
a nalne to her, she said "Oh my God." We plan on
getting together one of these days and exchange info.
Not only that but she just lives a couple of miles away
from me.

Bob DeVries <RDeY5360@aol.com>

Editor's note: I second Mary Ellen's plea that
members who have success write up something for
our newsletter. If you have made contacts or hat'e

made breakthroughs because of our v'ebsite--let us

know.We have no woy of knov'ing unless 1'ou tell us.

Trip to Poland?
Please let me know if there are, or, if someone may

know of any scheduled or planned trips to Poland in
the Spring, Summer or Fall of 2001. Any suggestions
or contacts will be aPPreciated.

Bruno and Phyllis Syzdek <bsyzdek@mac.com>
Phone: 702-876-3861

Editor's reply: The Pol'Am Newsletter (f'ebruary
2001) lists a "Heart of PolandTottr," on August 5-21 ,

2001 . All inclusive cost from Minneapolis is $2810.
For an illustrated brochure write to: Fred Wisnevski,
35659 l l)th Ave., StanleY,WI 54768.
Phone : 7 1 5.644.25 I 8 or I .80A 388.0988.

PGS-MN member Kornel Kondy has led tours to

Polond the last tw'o sltmmers. I don't knotr if he plans

to do so again this summer or not. His address is:

619 S.E. Seventh Street, Minneapolis MN 55J11.
Phone: 612.378.1739.

Jonathan Shea of the PGS otConnecticutlPGS of
the Northeast regularly leads genealogical tours of
Poland. Again,I don't know if one is plannedfor this

suntmer or not. PGS-CTINE address is: 8 Lyle Road,

New Briton CT 06053. E-mail: <pgsne?@aol.cont>
Readers: Any suggestionsfor the Syzdeks?

Sending GED files by email?

I really enjoy reading the PGS-MN Newsletter.
Thank you for all your efforts and hard work.

I would like to send my family tree information to
my cousin in England by email. I understand this can
be done by sending a GED file as an email attachment.
I have Family Tree Maker, version 7.5, by Broder-
bund. My cousin in England has Generations Family
Tree, Starter Kit, version 8.0 uk, by Sierra Home. Both
programs can create GED files. I have tried sending
various forms of a GED file to him but none have
worked so that he can import the information into his
program. He can open the files in a word_processing

ilrogram but that would mean retyping a1l the informa-
iion. Do you or anyone you know have any sugges-
tions?

Thank you for any helP You can give.

Michael Jarmuz (miarmuz@pressenter.com>

Editor's reply: I forwarded this query to severol
members wh.o I thought might be able to help. Read-

ers, if you have suggestions for Mr. Jarmuz, please

contact him.

A research resource
I belong to the PolandBorder Sumames mail list and

they havel web page with tons of resources. You
don't have to be a member of the mailing list to use the
resources pages. One article in there is titled "Help me,
I don't know what town in Poland my ancestors were
from." That would be a good source to point people to
when you get those queries. You can get there via:
<http : //maxpages.com/Poland>

Mary Ellen Bruski (bruski@voyager.net)

Member research on website

Please add my e-mail address to member sumalne
research on your website. It is not behind the sumames
for BRONIKOWSKI, SOBCZAK, WALKOWIAK
and CZEKAI-S KI aka S HEA.

I have to say I read my newsletter as soon as it
arrives and although I subscribe to many, this one I
would never lend out. Keep up the good work.

Bobbi Hoyt <bobbihoYt@aol.com>
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Research in Koffintdw
About a year ago my husbancl ancl I met with you at

"Polish Night at the Library." You assisted us in the
beginning of our research related to my grandmother
Mathilda HOIIEISEL. I was able to make contact with
Father [jurman from Korfantow Polancl and receivecl a
copy of Mathilda's birth record. I then requested a
copy of Mathilda's mother and father's birth and mar-
riage recorcl. I clid not receive either one.

My sister and I were planning to go to Poland and
requested a visit with F-ather [.-urman and an interper-
ter. We met them in September. They were very cor-
dial and willing to help. But to this day we have not
heard from either of them. I send a letter and money
upon our retum and a card at Christmas with money
for the church. They saicl they woulcl look at the
church records ancl if neecl be the civil records. I sent
registered mail. My question is, can you assist me or
offer any recommendations?

Mary .Ielinski <Rmjelinski@aol.com>

Editor's reply: Research b,t mail takes time. Priests
in Poland are t,et)) buslt (m4 v,e lruve just (ome
througlt the Christntas seasoil v,hich places additional
demands on their time. When you do rese.arch by mail,
you ore at the mercy of the people who are doing th.e

research frtr you. You just lruve to be patient.
Also,l guess I v,ould hesitate to send nrcney through

the nruil. You can ilever be certain that it will get to the
place intended.

You nruy recall that u,hen I met v,ith you at the MGS
Library,l emphasized the importance of first seeing if
the IDS Fantilt, History Librart, hadfilmed the records
of the parish u,here you intended to do research. (lpon
receiving your nrcssage, I checked the l'Hl,' s websi,te.
I see that the church recordsfor Korfantou, have been

filmed for the years l8-18 to 1870 (three films--#'s
936533 to 936535). Citil records for Korfantow for
the years 1871-1881 have also been filnted (three

films--#'s 2091796 to 2091798).'this is a limited time
period but if your research dates to any of these yeors,
you cail order these films and do the research yourself.
When you do your own research, you don't have to
wait until it is contertientfor sonteone else to do the
search. You can order these films at your ruearest LDS
Family History Center. Good luck.

Readers: It is nou, possible to check to see if the
LDS Family History Library has filmed records front
your ancestral parish w,ithout goirtg to a local LDS
Family History Center. Just log on to their website ot:
<http : //www.fam ilyse ar ch.or g) C I i c k o n " Libr a r r-,"
then on "Family Histtttl'Library Catolog," and then
on "Place Search" and.follow the instructions.

Korfant6w is located about 30 km. southwest of Opole.
Map source: Samochodowy Atlas Polski [Road Atlas
of Polandl 1:500000, Map #27 .

Name of Church?
Is it possible to find out the narne of the parish

church in Czeszewo where my CZAJKOWSKI
relatives were from? I believe it to be St. Andrew
the Apostle but I am not sure.

Roger F. Krentz, Jersey City NJ

Editor's reply: Yes. the name of the parish is St.
Andreu, t he Ap o st le - - iv, . Andr zei a Ap o s t o I a . W e b s i te

4fitp : I I mnxpage s. coml polandl C atlrclic 
-S.e 

search>
will give you this information. Scroll dov'n and click
on "Polish Cities with Churches, Shrines,'fentples
and Synagogu.es" ond then follow' tlrc directions
gi,ren at the site.

Readers: this site not only gittes the name of the
church but also a contplete rnailing address. In this
case: Parafta Rzymsko-Katolicka p.t+). svu. Andrzeia
Apostolo, Czeszewo -i-1, Czeszeu,o, 62-12l , Pttlska
(Poland). It ulso gitles the telephone number of the
parish. In this case: (67 ) 261 54-18.

Czeszewo is located 15 km. nofiheast of W4growiec
and about 40 km. north of Gniezno. Map source:
Samochodowy Atlas Polski [Road Atlas of Poland]
1:500000, Map #14.
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Re s e arch in KoS cierzyna
Enclosed is a check for back issues 2:I:12,3:2:06

and 3:3:01. The "Sumame Indexing Project" indicates
that these issues list the WRYCZA sumame. It has
been exciting for me to have found the home town
of my great-grandparents this year. They were from
Berentffireis Berent of West Prussia (Now the town
is called Kosciezyna). I am interested in finding more
information about them. I wrote to the church in Kos-
cieruyna and they reterred me to an archive for the
Catholic church in Regensburg, Germany. I have yet
to write them. I have much information to retrieve.

Scott Writz (Wrycza), Mankato MN

Editor's reply: The Catholic archive in Regensburg
does indeed hold many Catholic records from Poland
that v,ere laken to Germany ahead of the advancing
Russian atmy at the end of WorldWar II. However the
Catholic records for BerentlKoicierzyna have been

filmedby the LDS Family History, Library, so it is not
necessary to write to Regensburg--simply go to your
nearest LDS Family History Center and order the

films.T'he Koicierzyna records, dating front 1612 to
1906, are contained on I 3 rolls of microfilm (film #'s
69991 to 69995,500546 to 500513,1618-50 to 161852,
1864632--this infornrution was found on tlrc u,ebsite,

familysearch.org--see editor's note on page 5).
A word of coution, hou,ever. BerentlKoScierzyna

was a Kreisstadt--the principal city in a Kreis (com-
parable to a county in the U.S.).ln tlrc Germon portion
of portitioned Poland, the Kreis and its principal cit.v

had the sanrc name.When Polish immigrants indicated
their place of origin, they often indicated the name of
the Kreis. Therefore, your Wrycza ancestors may hove
actually been from smaller village in the Kreis rather
thanfrom the Kreisstadt itself.This a problem that
nruny researchers encounter when the1, are trying to
identifu their ancestor's place of origin.

Ko6cierzyna is locatecl about 50 km. southwest of
Gdansk. Map source: Samochodov,y Atlas Polski
lRoad Atlas of Poland] 1:500,000, Map # 3.

Bingo! 25 years in the making! ! !
Can you prtnounce BUDZISZEWKO???
Aller 25 years of looking, well, not continuous to be

sure, with lots of help from t-amily and tiiends, I have
finally found out where my MARSZALKIEWICZ
family came trom in Poland. Budziszewko is a tiny
village NW of Skoki, SE of Rogozno, SSW of Wa-
growiec, just a bit NW of Gniezno and NE of Poznan
city. I don't know anything yet about the area.

But this morning, thanks to a lot of tips and help
(credits will come later),I found the birth/baptismal
records of Jan Marszalkiewicz, his brother Andrzej
and sister, Anna Michor, who immigrated to Duluth
about 1872.I also tbund a bunch of brothers, sisters
and cousins, AND the wedding of their parents,
Thomas Marszalkiewicz and Maryana Januszewska
(previously that name was unknown).

To those of you who say "what clo I care" please
note that there are a lot of Duluth Polish natnes in that
vicinity. particularly, Michor, Budnik, Walkowiak.
Marciniak, Majchrzak, Banack, Hopa, Gratnza, Sengir,
etc. This kind of contirms the previously unproven
theory that a lot of the f)uluth early Polish immigrants
knew each other in Poland. The names were found on
LDS film No. 1191494, Parish of Skoki, Poznan
Prrcvince, Poland. The tlkn may be on pelrnanent loan
at the Duluth LDS l-ibrary.

The nicest treat in the search is that at least tbr the
baptisms, the penmanship on the film is t'abulously
neat and readable. If you decide to look, you will find
it pretty easy to figure out, even if you don't know
Latin. It'll take me a few days to sort this out, probably
weeks to go back clver the films and see what I missed,
and then on to the BOROWIAKs, who still remain a
mystery, but who very well may have come from that
area.

An ebullient Ray Marshall
{aymarsh @mninter.net}

Budziszewko is located about 15 km. southwest of
W4growiec and about 35 km. north of Poznari. Map
source: Santoclndov,y Atlas Polski [Road Atlas of
Polandl 1:500,000, Map #14.
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A reply to Ray
Editor's note: Ray sent the preceding message to

several members u,ho are doing research in the Duluth
area.The follov,ing is one reply that he receit'ed.

My great grancltather, Frank TRADER (TREIDER)
and his brother John, settled in Gnesen Township and
came from Budziszewko. A distant cousin of mine
completed a book on the Trader family a couple of
years ago and traced the family from there. You may
find that family name listed in the records. I would be
interested in knowing if my gg granclfather, Jan (John)
SOBIESKI, who is on the St. Mary Star of the Sea
founders list, is from that sarne area. Let me know if
you see that name. I have not had any luck tracing
him. Also I think you may find a number of the origi-
nal settlers in Gnesen Township may be from that
area. Keep me posted. Thanks for your work.

Betty Joyce <joyee@augsburg.edu>

Enjoyed Bias article
I enjoyed the afticle by Jeanette Bias so much. I

am enclosing a check for 5 copies of Vol. 8, Autumn
2000, No. 3. I am liom the Wells MN area and my
grandfather was Johann DULAS.

I don't know if I gave you my email address:
<j 2petterman @ earthl ink. neF

Jeanette Dulas Petterman, Cloverdale CA

Membership Number?
I have already read my Autumn 2000 issue cover to

cover fbr the first time (I find them so interesting and
informative, I read them several times)! Joining PGS-
MN was one of the most educational things I have ever
done! Thank you and others for all your hard work and
generosity!

I noticed that my mailing label no longer retlects
my membership no. of 5099; but rather 0000. On l2/5,
I sent in my check to continue membership through
2001; perhaps it hasn't been processecl, but need I be
concemed? Thanks for looking into this for me!

Dorothy Huotari <jhuotari@erols.com)

Editor's reply: No,you need not be concerned.The
nurnber on your mailirtg label is not your membership
number. Rother it is a code to enable us to keep track
of when members joined PGS-MN andw,hen their
membership expires.The first tvvo numbers indicate
the year through which you are paid and the last tu:o
indicate the year that you joined.The number 0000 on
your last mailing v)as correct. It shows that you w'ere
paid through the year 2000 and thot you joined in the
year 2000. Your label on this mailing should read
0100 --indicating that you are paid through 2001 .

So the number on you label v,ill change each time
you renew.

Readers: Check your mailing label on this issue.
If the first two nuntbers reod "00," il is tinte to renew
your membe,rship for 2001.

Records update:
From: Bruno Syzdek,4625 Rip Van Winke Ln., Las Vegas NV 89f02-576E <Bsyzdek@MAC.COM>

Family name

BielamowiczlBiel
Bukowski
Dykas
Furmanek
Gocal
Golen
KulikKalikKula
KapchinskiKapc zynski/

Kapzynski
Panek
Pap c i alr/P a p azak lP ap c zak
PttzlPuc
Savara
Syzek/Szydek/Sysdek/

S ysdeck/S yzdeck/S zydeck
Tresniciski/Truzesniowski/

Trzesniciski
Zabawa
Kempinski
Konieczy

Village in Poland

Slawecin, Aust./Pol.

unk., Prussia/Pol.

Opacie, Aust/Pol.

B aczal Dolny, Aust/Pol.

B aczal Dolny, Aust/Pol.

Baczal Dolny, Aust/Pol.

Year Emigrated

1870-80s
1870-80s

1870s

1880s

B aczal Dolny, Aust/Pol.
unk., Aust/Pol.
Baczal Dolny, Aust/Pol.
Baczal Dolny, Aust/Pol.
unk., Prussia/Pol. 1870s

Baczal Dolny, Aust/Pol
Slawecin, Aust/Pol.

Where Settled

Bremond Robertson Texas
Near Bryan fBrazos Texas
Wisconsin
unk.
Indiana, Illinois

BryanlBrazos Texas
Michigan
Illinois, lndiana, Pennsylvania, New

York, Michigan, Massachusetts

Bremond Robertson Texas
Bremond Robertson Texas
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Guidelinterpreter
I responded by E-mail to the recent request in the

PGS-MN Ne.wsletter [8 no. 3, (Autumn 2000), p.4]
by Paul Kilgore from Duluth, MN where he is seeking
a tour guide/interpreter in Poland. I recently retumed
fi'om a trip to Poland in September and hired a pro-
fessional genealogy searcher recommended by Stan
Schmidt of the Polish Genealogical Society of
America.

Her name is Iwona Dakiniewicz <genealogy@pro.
onet.pb and she proved to be just what we needed.
She made advance appointments with the parish
offices we wished to visit and made the suitable hotel
arangements for us and provided transportation. She
is knowledgeable in Polish, English and some German
and some Latin.

After I retumed I put together a genealogy video
tape for my relatives and especially for my and their
children. It is a more meaningful genealogy record
because it contains the family tree chart and it includes
video tape of the records as I found them in Poland.
It includes village scenes and a video of the original
Rys residence in the 1800s. It also contains video of
detailed maps so future generations know where to
retum, if they become interested. I gave out a number
of copies as Christmas presents with the hope it will
inspire interest in the next generations of my relatives.

If you wish to view this tape as an example of how
to use the video media to pass this information onto
t'uture generations, I can send you an extra copy and
it may be of interest for viewing at a future meeting
of the Minnesota Genealogical Society of Minnesota
meeting. The full tape is a little over an hour.

John Rys <nmmpc665@isd.net>

Editor's reply; Thank youfor the tape. I passed
it on to our Program Chair, Greg Kishel.We will be
looking to schedule it for afuture PGS-MN meeting.

A new member in Germany!
Enclosed is my check for membership in PGS-MN.
My mother was Katheryn A. SCHMOLKE. She

was born in Little Falls, Minnesota in December, 1899.
She married Norman Francis La Motte of Centerville,
Minnesota in the early 1920s. Mother's parents were
Jakob Schmolke and Agnes PrzyblllalPrybilla (?) -- f
have seen it spelled several different ways.

My great-grandfather, Jakob Schmollie was bom in
Schidlow, Oberschlesien, I)eutschland on 16 Juli 1828
and died in St. Cloud, Minnesotaon2l October 1917.
He lived in Buckman, Minnesota (I am taking this data
from a remembrance card given at his funeral). My
grandfather, Jakob Schmolke (married to Agnes
Przybilla), was bom in Oberslesien, Deutschland on

14 October 1875 and died on 14 October 1921 in St.
Raphael's Hospital in St. Cloud, Minnesota--this
information is from a copy of his remembrance card.

My email address is <leroylamottell @netscape.neb
I work lbr the United States European Headquarters
Command for Europe and the Middle East in Stuttgafi,
Germany. I would like to know more about my
Schmolke ancestors so I can do more research while I
am here in Europe.

I have been looking tbr information for the last
three years, but have had a great deal of problems,
because of the lack of a full time priest or secretary at
St. Michael's Church in Buckman. The cemetery at St.
Michael's has most of my Schmolke ancestors buried
there. My mother, when she was alive, showed me
where they all were buried. Is there any possible way
of getting all of the narnes of the people buried there
and their dates of birth and death? Then too, is there
any way of obtain a copy of the church records or reg-
isters of the parishioners who attended the church and
were baptized, received first communion, were con-
firmed, married and buried from the church? This
would a wealth of information to have in genealogical
society for reference. The Minnesota Historical Socie-
ty could not help me, because they said these records
were not available to the general public. Is this true
and why'?

I am most grateful to you for all of the help you will
be giving to me in finally getting the records tbr my
mother's side of the family. I really thought I was up
a dead-encl street until I happened upon your pages on
the intemet.

As I type this letter we are having the normal wet
cool early winter weather. Our weather here in Stutt-
gart, Germany is nowhere like it is back home in Min-
nesota.

God bless nnd keep you in [Iis ever present care,
love and help. Ich bin sehr dankbar fur deine helfe.
Gott schutzen Sie, immer in alle seit.

Le Roy J. La Motte

Editor's reply: Well,l om not sure that v,e will be

able to provide you with all of the infomntion that you
are requesting. First of all, the records of the parishes
of Diocese of Saint Cloud hove not yet been filmed and
made available to the public (unlike the Diocese of Neu,

Ulm, whose records have been rt.hrcd by the LDS Fami-
ly History Library).The best that you can do here is to
v'rite to St. Michael' s and askfor copies of the records
of your ancestors. Be specific and askfor just afew
records at a time.Write to: St. Michael's Church, PO
Box 638, Hwy 25, Buclernan MN 56317-0638.

The St. Cloud Areo Genealogists, Inc. have tran-
scribed many of the cemeteries of the St. Cloud area,

Letters, continued on page 9
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ehil$ution ean&ruring
qoffian rVWftnttt* frpcod,s.

by Iid Brandt

Editor' s note: In a letter to the editor IPGS-MN
Newsletter, 8 no. 2 (Summer 2000), p.9.1 , Jan Bias
asks about the possibility of accessing German Mili-
tary- Records. In a response IPGS-MN Newsletter, S
no.3 (Autunm 2000), p.51, Delores Herrmann sug-
gests that slrc consult Horst Reschke's German Mili-
tary Records As a Genealogical Source. This article
by Dr. Brandt is a resportse to both of those letters.

Ilorst Reschke's 12-page German Military Records
As G,enealogical Sources (1990; now available only
in libraries or on FFIL fiche 6,001,596) is indeed a
wonderful resource fcrr those with ancestors who came
from the areas he covered, i.e., those whose records
have been preserved.

Unfoftunately, it will not be of much help to many
who have Polish ancestors, except for those whose
ancestors lived in Galicia. That is because virtually
all of the records of the German army, and previously
the Prussiaur army, were clestroyetl by bombing to'syry6
the end of World War II. I have heard reports that the
l,ibrary of Congress Manuscript Division may have
made some copies of some prcwar German military
recorcls, perhaps on film or fiche, but thus far I have
not be'en able to verify this.

Rather, Reschke's book describes what military
records are available fol Austria (although in less de-
tail than some later publications) and those who served
in various German principalities which were not part
of Prussia or before they becarne paft of Prussia.

While a consiclerable number of Poles migrated
to the Rhine-Ruhr industrial area after the Industrial
Revolution began in Germany, Rhineland ancl West-
phalia had belonged to Prussia since 1815. Reschke's
book includes the records for the Cirand Duchy of
Berg in this area, but that duchy ceased to exist in
1813, well before the migration of industrial job-
seekers.

Reschke has a short bibliography of German-
language books for researching the fbrmer Prussian
army, but don't expect too much genealogical informa-
tion in them, even if you can read German. If you can,
try Alexander von I-yncker, Die Preussische Armee
1807-1867 und ihre sippenkundliche Quellen (1939;
reprintecl in 1981 by Verlag f)egener & Co.; available
on F[{I- tilm 477,807, item 1, according to Riemer).

Regimental histories, few of which are still in print,
may include names, ranks, and possibly limited other
data of those killed in battle or decorated for bravery.
There may also be some records at the Prussian State
Privy Archives in Berlin, but its inventory is in such a
fclrm that it is difficult even for me to figure out exact-
ly what is in those records. If this repository represent-
ed a major resource for military records, we would
have certainly heard about it long ago.

German genealogical guides and periodicals are
conspicuous for their scanty mentic'rn of data for those
who served in the Prussian or German armed forces.
There are records for those who served in World War
II (and even a few earlier ones), but they refer mostly
to casualties, prisoners ol war, etc.

Non-sommissioned mus ter rolls ( S t am ntr o I I e n ),
troop lists (Stammlisten) and officer rolls (Ranglisten)
exist. The most detailed troop lists provide the names
of wives, narnes and birthdates of children, and the
place and date of marriage, but this apparently is the
case with only a few. If you know in which unit or
where your ancestor served, but don't know where he
came from, these sources are much more likely to be
helptul.

For more details, check the FIIL fiche of Resch-tre's
book or Shirley J. Riemer, The German Research
Companion, rev. ed., published by Lorelei Press, P.O.
8ox221356, Sacramento, CA 95822-8356, in 2000.
The 1997 edition, with differing content and organiza-
tion (Clerman military records in Chapter 20), is at
Concordia (R929. 10893 1 R4aag).

For a list of German military parish registers and
where they are located, check Wolfgang Eger's 2-
volume Verzeichnis der Milittirkirchenbucher in der
Bundesrepublik Deutschland (1993, 1996) in the GGS
Collection at Concordia (R929.1 Eg23v).

Letters. continued{rom poge I
but I don't know if they have transcribed the Buckman
parish cemetery. Perhaps one of our readers knows.

You do kno** w'here in Poland your Sclmtolke ances-
tors originated. That is the key to tracing your ancestry
in Poland.l believe thot Schidlou, is now Szydl6w
nhich is located about l5 l<m. southwest of Opole. I
beliet,e the parish church is located in Tulowice. If so,
you are in luckbecause the LDS Faruily History Li-
brary has filmed those records ( 17 I 4-1870). You
shouldfind out where the nearest LDS Family History
Center is located and order those films.
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tMlilssilog ]Branehesr

QUERIES, Send to: Paul Kulas, editor, PGS-MN
Newsl.etter, 12008 West River Road, Champlin, MN
5 5 3 1 6 -2 1 4 5 or to e -mail : kkulas@tie s. kI 2.mn.us

NEW MEMBERSz We welcome the following:

LeeAnn Anderson,3T Helberg Rd., Esko MN 55733
is researching KNAPP in Poland.

Kathryn Goehl, 4020 Lakehill Circle, White Bear
Lake MN 55110<JcoEHl@hotmail.com> is re-
searching KARPINSKI in a town near Warsaw and
in Virginia and Little Falls, MN and BONK/BUNKi
BONCK in a border town between Poland and Germa-
ny and in Stevens Point, WI and Virginia and Little
Falls, MN.

F'r. Jerome J. Kamla,8316 E. Calypso Ave., Mesa
Az 85208 is researching KAMLA in Szalkowica in
Poland and in Arcadia WI and KOWAHL in Indepen-
dence WI.

Edward M. Konczak,zlg Market, Baird TX79504
<SKONCZAK@camalott.com> is researching KON-
CZAK in Morzewo, Obomiki, Gostyn and Janik in
Poland and in Osakis MN and in Wisconsin, SPCHA-
LA in Obomiki and Osaliis and RELLER in MN.

Albert A. Kowalczyk,STM Ladyslipper Ln.,
Brooklyn Park MN 55443 <JKowal0009@aol.com>
is researching Joseph KOWALCZYK and his father
Sabastian and John and Anna or Agnes ROMANSKI
in Lubla and Lwow&emberg in Galica and in Winona
MN.

LeRoy Joseph LaMotte, Unit 30401 P. O. Box 2931,
A.P.O. AE. 09 1 3 1 -2901 <leroylamottell @ netscape.
neD is researching Jacob SCHMOLKE who was bom
in July 1828 Schidlow, Oberschlesien and died 2l Oct
l9l7 in St. Cloud MN. Jacob settled in Morrison Co.,
MN.

John Rys, 3613 Williamsburg Court, Woodbury MN
55 129 <mmmpc665@ isd.ne> genealogy website at:
<www.isd.net/mmmpc665> is researching RYS in
Toporzysko, GLOWCZAK, PEPELLA in Spytkowice,
MACIASZEK in Wysko, JAROCZ, MADON in Jor-
danow, SARNA in Wysko and Jordanow, and some of
the above also in Minneapolis MN (see ancestor chart
on page ???).

Shirley Schaikoski, PO Box 89322, Sioux Falls SD
57109 is researching SCHAIKOSKI, SOPCZAK in
Posen/Poznan and in Ivanhoe MN, Illinois and Wis-
consin.

Madeline Shinbach, 127 Woodlawn Ave., St. Paul
MN 55 I 05 <smadeline@ uswest.neb' is researching
GOLAB, PACIOREK in the Krakow area in southem
Poland and in Springfield,IL and Detroit MI.

Ann Wrampelmeier,3249 Worthington St. N.W.,
Washington DC 20015 is researching KUKOWSKI,
STOLTMAN, CHRZAN in Kasubia and in Winona
MN.

RENEWED MEMBERSz The following are renewed
members who indicated their e-mail address.for the

first time or tnore complete areas of research:

Walter Bennick, 524W. Wabasha St., Winona MN
5598 7-5207 <wbennick@ rcunnect. com> is research-
ing SREGZINSKI in Str. Warpechy, FALKOWSK
in Bransk, CZARNIECKI in Rajgrod, MAKOWSKI
in Stare Tajno, BIENIEK in Mszana Dolna, PUSTEL-
NIK in Glisne and all in Virginia MN.

Eileen Opata Berger,2535 So. Shore Blvd., White
Bear Lake MN 551 10 <e opatz-berger@a.o.l..com> is
researching OPNIZ, BIENIEK in Silesia and in Little
Falls MN and SOBIECH, TRUTWIN in Falkowice
Dombrovka in Poland and in Two Rivers Twp.,
Bowlus MN.

Jim Bogut,34178 Unity Ave., Taylors Falls MN
55084- 1 809 <JB OGL/T @ cornernet. com> is research-
ing MALACKYMALECKY(I), PODGORSKI in
St. Paul MN, PALEWICZ,POIL in Glenwood City
WI, BOGUT in Mt. Carmel PA and also the MAKA
sumalne.

Pat Bumgarner, 524 NII20 Av., Mpls. MN 55418
<dougbgood@aol.com> is researching RICHTER in
Poznan,-Choinice and in Sobieski (Little Falls) MN.
She adds: "One Richter brother, bom late 1800s,
went West--would like to get in contact with Richters
in Montana."

John Coulis, Hartwell Villas #19A, Anderson SC
29626 <jcoulis@carol.neb has renewed. He writes:
"I am still interested in the KTILAS and SZCZYPIOR
families that emigrated from Lupusz, Prussia (now
Poland) in about 1858. My great grandfather,
Constantine Albert Kulas, was one of the original
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1859 Kaszube settlers in the Ottawa Valley in Ontario.
My grandfather, Lawrence George Kulas, his wife,
Johanna Szczypior, and children moved to the Cobalt,
Ontario area in about 1905 and changed the spelling to
COLLIS. My father, Frank and his siblings moved to
the Niagara Falls area in the 1920s and 30s.

Jerome B. Gracyalny,3640 Louisiana Ave N., New
Hope MN 55427 is researching GRACYALNY in the
Great Dukedom of Poznan, GATZA in Germany/
Poland and both in Menasha Wl.

Rod Julkowski,2410 Rosewood Ln., Plymouth MN
5 5 441 -3921 <j ulkoOO I @ tc. umn.edu> is researching
JULKOWSKI in Chelmza in Poland and in Minneapo-
lis MN and POLLOK/POLLOCK in Opole in Poland
and in Browerville MN.

Gerald J. Keeville,9120 Barrington Tenace,
Brooklyn Park MN 55443 is researching LESNO
and WRECA in Danzig and KACZMAREK in Silver
Lake.

Margaret Koegel, 41519 Cruz Way, Temecula CA
92592 <margeintem@pc.neb is researching LAS-
KOWSKI in Glesno, Poland and in Milwaukee WI,
LASAI-ASSA in Kraczki and Dabki and in Milwau-
kee, Lubinski in Winona MN, GINTER in Osusznica
and in MN, CIEMINSKI in Glisno and Chojnice and
in Winona.

Mary Ann Maniak, 871I62nd Av. N., Minneapolis
MN 55428 has renewed. She writes: "I really look for-
warcl to each newsletter issue."

Harry Mc()uat, 4 Walton [,ane, Wakefield MA
0 1 880 <HarryQM l2l 5@ aci -com> is researching
JAKUBIK, MATROSS in Laskowice (Opole) in
Poland and in Browerville MN and also the
SOBOSZCZYK and BIENIEK sumames.

Lou Ochocki,9t57 Alamo St. NE, Blaine MN 55449
<LOCHOCKI @ goldengate.neb is researching
OCHOCKI, LIPINSKI, PARULSKI in Wilno and
Ivanhoe MN.

Diane Pallas, 5O2 7th Ave. N., So. St. Paul MN 55075
<dpallas@isd.ne> is researching SZAFARZ in St.
Paul and Little Falls MN.

Cecelia F. Pass,556 Bolinger, Rochester Hills MI
48307 <Cclpass@aol.com> is researching EFTA in
Bydgoszcz, Poland and in Lexington, MN, GINTER
in Bydgoszcz and in southem MN, PEPLINSKI in

Weile and in Winona MN, BOJAN, BLIRANT in
Bytow and in Winona, NOVAK, GENTHER in
LaCrosse WI.

R. J. Prokott,S2O - 50Vz Av. N.E., Columbia Heights
MN 5542 1 <dprokott@ pconline.com> is researching
PROKOTT in Stare Siolkowice and in Morrison Co.,
MN, GALLUS, OPATZ, KLISCH/I(LESCZ, CTECH
in Falkowice and in Morrison Co, EGGERT in Lubi-
chowo and in Mcleod Co., MN and KACZMAREK
somewhere in Poznan Province.

Marguerite Sommerfeld, PO Box 570 (4248.
Carbon Ave), Bridger MT 59014 is researching EFTA,
MARCINIAK in Posnan in Poland and in Greenbush
MN, BRUSKI, GEIRSWESKI, KUKAWSKI iN
Greenbush and in Canada.

Rose Spangenberg, 33709 E. Shamineau Dr., Motley
MN 56466-2414 is researching BERCZYK in Gorale,
Poland and in Browerville MN and JOHN, SMOLKA,
MOTZEK in Opole, Poland and in Browerville.

Paul Tushner, 5120 W. 7th St., #3, Winona MN
5 5 98 7 -5 607 <Paul t3 1 8 1 @ aol. com> is researching
CIERZAN, NARLOCH, SZUMINSKI, MILLER
in Wiele, Klaczno, and Kamien Krajenski in Poland
and in Winona MN.

Ed Wiorek,4008 Manor Woods Dr., N.W., Rochester
MN 55901 <EWiorek@prodigy.neb is researching
CHRZAN, WIOREK, LEWTCZ, OKANSKI, iN
Morzewo, Lclbzenica, Rlugowo, NIEMCZYK,
JAZDZEWSKI, WYSOCKI, SYLKE, RYK, DYX iN
Lesno, Brusy, Lipusz, Koscierzyna, KUROWSKI,
RONKOWSKI, JEZEWSKI in Lobichowo and all in
Milwaukee WI.

Vincent J. Zotkiewicz, 3100 Timber Brook Dr.,
Plano TX 7 5 07 4 -87 42 <v inzot @ rvorl dnet. att. neb is
researching ZOTKIEWICZ, RZOPKIEVIC in Virginia
MN and ARASIM/ARASIMOWICZ:r:r Wozna Wies,
Poland and in Virginia MN.

Notice!!

Surveys!!

A membership survey is inserted in this issue
of the newsletter. Please complete and return as

soon as possible.
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Origin of the MATROS surname
byPaulKulas

I received the following letter from PGS-MN
member Dr. Alfred E. Friedl of Rootstown, Ohio.

I continue to enjoy your mosl excellent nev)s-
letter. I read itfrom cover to cover as soon it
arrives.

After seeing the results ofyour research of
various surnanrcs, I ftnally decided to ask you to
research the origins of my maternal grandporents,
named MATROS.We do not know where they
lived in Poland except that it wos probably in
Silesia, possibly near Posen province.

My checkfor $10.00 is enclosed.
We wish you and your family a most blessed

and joyous holiday season.
Cordially, Al

First of all, a little background; Al and I are lrst
cousins. We are not related through our Polish ances-
tors but through our Bavarian forbears. His father,
Max Friedl, and my mother, Mathilda Friedl, were
brother and sister (Incidentally, I have traced lines
of our mutual Bavarian ancestors back several gen-
erations--the earliest documentation is the baptismal
record of a 7th great-grandfather, Michael Liebl,
bom24 September 1629).

Al's matemal grandparents, Frank Matros and
Magdalena Jakubik, settled in southem Morrison
County in Minnesota (see: Letters to the Editor.
"Grandfather' s biography found. " P G S -M N N ew s I e t -
rer, Spring 1997, p. 5.). At about the time that I was
completing the formal response to Al's request (see
page 13), the renewal application from Harry McOuat
crossed my desk (see page 11). I noticed that Harry
was searching the Matross and Jakubik sumames and
his people had settled in nearby Browerville, MN. I
thought that there might possibly be a connection.
Moreover, Harry had identified a place of origin in
Poland--Laskowice (Opole). I also called Bob Prokott,
our Morrison County and Silesian expert, for his ad-
vice. He indicated that he was not only familiar with
the Matros sumarne in southem Morrison County (see:
Robet Prokott. "Silesia to America--A Heritage:
Polish Silesian Settlement in Central Minnesota."
PG S -MN N ew sletter,Winter 1.996-97, pp. 8-9), but
that it also occurred in the records of Falkowice near
Opole in Silesia. Bob also indicated to me that the
filrns of Falkowice parish records (1765-1870) were
on permanent loan at the LDS Family History Center
in Crystal.

I was going to suggest that a search of the parishes
of Falkowice and nearby Laskowice and any parish in
between might be a fiuitful way for Al to proceed with
his search. In an exchange of letters and e-mails, I
leamed the birth dates of both Frank Matros (4 Octo-
ber 1866) and Magdalena Jakubik (22 Jaly 1868).
Since the Falliowice records were already at the Crys-
tal FHC, I thought I would check those records. Sure
enough, I found the baptismal records of both Frank
(see page 13) and Magdalena.

There are several important lessons that can be
leamed from the above process: (1) If the ancestral
sumarne that you are researching is not real common,
there is a good chance that you can narrow it down to
one or two of the pre-1999 Polish provinces by using
Slownik naswisk.. . --as shown by the Matros sumalne
distribution at right. (2) You can nzurow your search
still fuither by clues from others who are searching the
same narnes from the same general area. (3) but most
important, by consulting another who has done re-
search of immigrant anccstors who settled in the same
area where your ancestors settled in Minnesota--even
if they are not related--you can sometimes find the
specific place of origin in Poland. Polish immigrant
settlements in Minnesota were often "transplanted
communities"--neighbors in Minnesota were often
neighbors in Poland as well.

Above: The circled villages are: Falkowitz (Falkowice),
the site of the parish church; Dammratsch (Domaradz),
the home of Magdalena Jakubik; and Dammmtsch-
hammer (Domaradzka KuZnica), the home of Frank
Matros. Map source: 36o35oOppeln (fromthe Austrian
Map Series of Middle Europe--available at the MGS
Library). The LDS Family History Library has filrned
the Falkowice church records ((1765-1940). These are
contained on nine rolls of mircrofilm. Fikn #s are:
923439 to923444 and206307 1 to 2063073.
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Above: The baptism of Frank Matros in Falkowice parish records. Translation: In the left hand colunrn-{heplace
of birth: Dammiatsch Hamer, and date: 5 October (1866). The text in the right hand column--"(I baptized) the infant boy
named Franz born on the 4th of this month (October) to the villager Andres Matros and to his wife Franciska Czech.
Sponsors: Sophie Bora from Liebenau and Franciska Dambowy who are married to villagers in Dammratsch Hamer."

Origin of the MATROS sarnarne:
According to Hoffman's Polish Surnames: Origins

and Meanirzgs the Matros sumame is derived from the
Latin word mater which means "mother." [Ioffman
cites Rymut, Nan*'iska Polalaw as his source for this
information. Other Polish sumatnes deriving from the
Lattn ma t er are : Mate r a (l 493), M aterek (827 ), Mater-
ka(724), Matema (1256), Matemowski (525), Mater-
ny (163) Materski (372)Matracki (698), Matras (1729),
Matraszek (836) and Matura (864).The number in
parentheses refer to the frequency of each sumame in
a Polish goveflrmental agency's records in 1990.

None of the above sumiune are very comlnon Polish
surnarnes. Neither is the Matros sumalne. According to
SlownikNazwisk.. . by Kazimierz Rymut, it appeared
only 143 times in a Polish govemmental agency's
records in 1990. A map showing the provinces where
the Matros sumiune was found in 1990 follows:

Map at right:
Distribution of the
MATROS surname
according to
Slownik nazwisk...

We continue our <lffer
to research your

Polish sumames in
William F. Hoffman's

Polish Sumames:
Origins and Meanings

and in
Kazimierz Rymut's

Sl,ownik nazwisk
wspdlcze{nie w polsce

uiywanych.
Send your request to:

Paul Kulas, editor
PGS-MN Newsletter

12008 West River Road,
Champlin MN 55316.

lnclude $10.00 per sumalne.
Make check payable to:

PGS-MN.

Given the numerous variations in the spelling of
Polish surnames derived from the Latin word mater,
it is probable that Matros is a regional spelling varia-
tion. The distribution of the sumame as indicated by
the map below, suggests that the sumame likely origi-
nated in Silesia--most likely in Opole province. It is
also numerous in Katowice province (also part of
Silesia), but that is a principal industrial region of
Poland and it is likely that people with Matros sur-
name moved there seeking employment. Bydgoszcz,
L6d1,,Lub1in, Wroclaw are large cities where people
seeking employment might have moved to, so it is
unlikely that the name originated in those provinces.

Many Polish immigrants that settled in southem
Morrison County came from the Opole area in Silesia.
This fact, plus the sumalne distribution indicated be-
low leads me to believe that Frank Matros also
came from that area.
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The Apatz Surname in America
By Robert Prokott

In looking at records from the Falkowitz (now
Falhowice) parish in Poland we found this name was
originally spelled OPAC. Records later showed the
narne as OPACZ and OPPATZ but in most records
after 1820 the name is OPATZ. All persons named
Opatz in America are descendants of Thomas apatz
ana Uary Krystosek who spent their lives in the small
Upper Silesian village of Dombrowka (Dabr6wka). It
is located about 30 kilometers noflh of the city of
Opole, Poland. Dombrowka is within the Falkowitz
parish. Thomas, fifth in a family of nine children born
to Valentin Opatz and Hedwig Neuman, was bom on
18 December 1815. On 15 January 1844 he married
Josepha Kubitzki, age 18, the widow of Joseph Banon.
She had married Banon on 12 June 1842 and he died
shortly after their marriage. Thomas and Josepha had
three children prior to her death on29 March 1852.
Thomas then married Hedwig Krystosek on 1 February
1853. Their first five children, Thomas, Alex, John,
Stephen and Maria, eventually migrated to America
and any person bearing the Opatz sumarne and living
in America is a descendant of those four oldest sons.

Thomas Opatz, bom 19 December 1854, stated on
his application for naturalization that he landed in the
port of New York on or about May of 1881. He pre-
sumably then went to the vicinity of North Prairie,
MN, in southem Morrison County, to join other set-
tlers from Upper Silesia who had first come to this area
in 1870. He married Elizabeth Prokott at North Prairie,
MN on 26 November 1883. She came to America in
November, 1881 with her widowed mother and broth-
er, Peter, from the small village of Hirschfelde (now
Kani6w), located about 15 kilometers northwest
of Opole. Thomas and Elizabeth had a total of 12
children who were bom between 1884 and 1900. They
farmed in the vicinity of Opole, MN until 1921, then
retired and lived in the village of Bowlus. Both died
at St. Gabriel's Hospital in Little Falls, Thomas on
10 August 1927 and Elizabeth on 14 January 1946.
Elizabeth lived with her bachelor son, Peter, after the
death of her husband. Peter was known in Bowlus as

"Pepsi Cola Pete."

Alex Opatz, bom 9 July 1857, stated on his appli-
cation for citizenship, dated November,1892, that he
landed at the port of Montreal in April, 1888. How
long he remained in Canada is not known. He was
married to Gertrude Bieniek, daughter of Victor
Bieniek and Pauline Yaeger, at Opole, Mn. on 15 July
1895. Shortly after that they moved to a farm located
2 miles north of Bowlus and remained there until Alex

died suddenly on 25 June 1936, probably from a hean
attack. Gertrude later moved into the village of Bowlus
where she passed away on 26 June 1955. George, the
youngest of their 13 children, continues to live on the
same farm that has been in the family tbr over 100
years. Gertrude Whittemore, now 88 years of age, is
the only other living offspring.

John Opatz, bom 12 December 1859, sailed tiom
Hamburg and arrived at the port of New York aboard
the ship MORAVIA on 6 May 1884. On 10 October
1887 he married Catherine Gamroth at Opole, MN.
She was a daughter of Jacob Gamroth and Elizabeth
Kamla. They tarmed near Opole, MN and had a total
of 11 children, bom between 1888 and 1908. The
youngest child, Anna, died in infancy and son, Thom-
as, age 16, died during the flu epidemic in November
1918. The other children lived to adulthoocl but are
now deceased. John died on 28 December 1933 and
Catherine (Kate) on 16 September 1942.

Maria Opatz, bom 16 July 1862, married Victor
Wochnick, son of Alexander Wochnik and Francizka
Jendro, on 3 June 1890 in Falliowitz (now Falkowice).
They had five children while living in Dombrowka,
and three more children bom in Steams County after
the family carne to America in 1900. Victor died on
17 December 1937 and Maria (Mary) on 19 Septem-
ber 1939. The youngest daughter, Barbara Wochnick
Lamusga, is the only surviving offspring and lives in
Edina, MN.

Villages circled are: Falkowice, the location of the parish
church of the Opatz family; D4br6wka, their village of origin;
and Kani6w, the village of origin of Elizabeth Prokott. Map
Source: Polska: Atlas Drogorzy [Poland: Road Atlas], 172.
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Stephen Opatz, bom 15 December 1864, married
Christina Kampa, daughter of Michael Kampa, at Fal-
kowitz (now Falkowice) on 18 April 1893. They had
four children in Dombrowka. including Sophie, who
was only 2-3 months old when she died on the ship
when the family was coming to America in 1900. Six
more children were bom in Steams County between
1903 and 1914. Both the Stephan Opatz family and the
Victor Wochnick family came to America on the same
ship, the FI-fERST BISMARCK, which arrived in the
port of New York on or about 1 October 1900 (as in-
dicated on Stephen's application for citizenship dated
17 September 1906). Stephen and his wife farmed near
St. Wendel, MN after coming to America. He died
suddenly of a heart attack while at the home of a
neighbor, Peter Lempafi, on 15 March 1938. Christine
died at home of a heart ailment on27 June 1940. Their
youngest son, George, lives in Nonh Dakota and is
their only surviving child.

Other children in the family of Thomas Opatz and
Hedwig Krystosek were Philip, bom 23 May 1867;
Hedwig, bom 1 October 1869; Anton, bom 21 Decem-
ber 1871; and Anna, bom 14 July 1875. Anton and
Anna died in infancy and Hedwig married Franz
Bieniosek at on 4 June 1895 in Falkowitz. Records
about Philip other than the birth record have not been
located.

We have documented over 2200 descendants of
Thomas Opatz and our research is still far from com-
plete. The great majority of descendants in the Opatz
family continue to reside in Minnesota but some have
migrated to other parts of the U.S., living in various
states including Califomia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Ore-
gon, North Dakota, and Texas. While all who carne to
America were farmers, most descendants now are
working in areas other than agriculture, including a
Minnesota State Representative and a professional
basketball player. Ba$ering also has been a popular
occupation in the Opatz family for approximately 70
years with Opatz barbers being located in Little Falls,
Sauk Rapids and St. Cloud, MN.

&nd a 9natodpt:

Adeline Sobiech Opatz of Sauk Rapids MN recently
celebrated her 10oth birthday. She was bom on 15
December 1900 near North Prairie MN, the daughter
of Stephen Sobiech and Elizabeth Trutwin. On 16
September 1923, she married Simon Opatz, son of
Alexander Opatz and Gertrude Bieniek. Sam was a
barber in Sauk Rapids prior to his death on l l Novem-
ber 1974. Adeline has 38 grandchildren and numerous
great grandchildren.

Places circled are mentioned in the article and are associated
with the decendents of Thomas Opatz and Hedwig Krystosek.
Map source: 1997-1998 Official Highway Map of Minnesota.

Descendants of Thomas Opatz

Generation No. I
THOMAS OPATZ was born 18 December l8l5 in Dombrowka,
Prussia. He married (1) JOSEPIIA KUBITZKI on 14 January
1844 in Falkowitz, Prussia., daughter of MATFIEUS KUBITZKI.
He married (2) IIEDWIG KRYSTOSEK on I February 1853 in
Falkowitz, Prussia, daughter of MATHIAS KRYSTOSEK and
MARIA SIKULUS.

Children of THOMAS OPATZ and JOSEPFIA KUBITZKI are:

1. FRANCISKA OPATZ, b. 11 September 1846, Dombrowka
Prussia; m. VALENTIN WEIDEL, 12 November 1872,
Falkowitz, Prussia.

2. JACOB OPATZ, b. 17 July 1849, Dombrowka, Prussia.
3. ANTON OPATZ, b. 12 January 1852, Dombrowka, Prussia;

d. 24 March 1852, Dombrowka, Prussia.

Children of THOMAS OPATZand IIEDWIG KRYSTOSEK

4. THOMAS OPATZ, b. 19 December 1854, Dombrowka,
Prussia; d. l0 August 1927,Little Falls, MN

5. ALEXANDER OPATZ, b.9 July 1857, Dombrowka, Prussia;
d. 25 June 1936, Morrison County, MN

6. JOHANN OPATZ, b. 12 December 1859, Dombrowka,
Prussia; d.28 December 1933, St. Cloud, MN

7. MARIA OPATZ, b. 16 July 1862, Dombrowka, Prussia;
d. 19 September 1939, Stearns County, MN

8. STEPI{EN OPATZ, b. 15 December 1864, Dombrowka,
Prussia; d. 15 March 1938, Stearns County, MN

9. PHILLIP OPATZ,b.23May 1867, Dombrowka, Prussia.
10. fmDWIG OPAT7, b. I October 1869, Dombrowka, Prussia;

m. FRANZ BIENIOSEK,4 Junel895, Falkowitz, Prussia.
11. ANTON OPATZ, b.2l December 1871, Dombrowka,

Prussia; d. I May 1877, Dombrowka, Prussia.
12. ANNA OPATZ, b. 14 July 1875, Dombrowka, Prussia;

d. 20 May 1877, Dombrowka, Prussia.
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Marianne Stanke, Kath oli sc he Kirchenbiic her in
Ost- und Westpreufien (Stand 1999) [Catholic Parish
Registers in East and West Prussia: Status as of 19991.
Bonn: Author,2000. 66 pp. DM22.

Marianne Stanke, Collegium Marianum in Pelplin:
S chiile m e rueichni s I I 5 8 - I 92 0 [Collegium Marianum
in Pelplin: List of Students, 1858-19201. Bonn: Aurhor,
1999.277 pp. DM 30.

Reviewed by Ed Brandt

Stanke, who lived in Gdansk until 1989, is bilingual
in Polish and German. She recently published two-
important books which are useful for all who have
Catholic ancestors from West or East Prussia (as these
provinces existed prior to the finalization of amange-
ments following the Treaty of Versailles), regardless
of the ethnic identity or primary language of those an-
cestors. Since mostbf ttre Cath-olics"in West Prussia
and in southwestem East Prussia (excluding historic
Warmia) were Poles, these books are especially useful
for researching Polish ancestors.

The list of parish registers for the dioceses of Dan-
zig-Gdansk, Warmia [German: Ermland], and Kulm/
Chehnno is easy to use, since the format is quite simi-
lar to those of the inventories of registers in Leipzig
and Berlin. Stanke's inventory includes those registers
which are currently still in the local parish office or in
Polish archives. It also includes those registers in the
German Catholic Archives in Regensburg (Central Ar-
chives for eastern registers) and in Mtinster (limited to
Warmia, i.e., central and northwestem East Prussia),
for which no inventories have been published.

Wolfgang Eger's two-volume inventory of German
military parish registers includes all military parish
registers now in Germany. A leaflet insened in
Stanke's book includes the specifically Catholic mili-
tary registers for East and West Prussia in the Kirch-
I ic he Ar c hiv de s Kat ho li sc he n M i I i ttirbi sc hofs amt,
which recently moved from Bonn to Weidend:amm2,
D-10117 Berlin, and apparently some others which
may be in Poland, but not the non-denominational
registers for units in which many Poles servecl.

The bishopric of Warmia approximates interwar
East Prussia--including the eastern part of pre-1919
West Prussia. The bishopric of Gdansk approximates
the territory of the interwar Free State of Danzig. The

bishopric of Chehnno approximates the rest of West
Prussia including the Polish Corridor to the Sea. Also
included are three registers fbr Schochau (Czluchl6w)
County, but none for the other two southwestem
counties which remained part of Germany, because
they belonged to a diff'erent diocese.

As you might expect, the largest number of entries
are for the diocese of Chehnno and the least for
Gdnnsk.

Each parish is listed alphabetically by its German
niune and the county in which it had been located,
separately for each diocese, with the Polish name be-
low it in parentheses. There is an alphabetical index
in Polish at the end of the book, organized by diocese.
ln the case of cities, the place is listed first and then
the name of the church.

Column a) lists baptisms and births; b) lists mar-
riages; and c) burials. Undemeath each the years are
listed, along with the location, which can be identified
by the list of abbreviations (Abkiirzungen) after the
German and Polish tables of contents. I have prepared
an English translation of the abbreviations (but not of
the archival addresses).

Also noted are those registers which are known to
have been destroyed, those which are missing, or
those which have disappeared (implying they aue

known to have survived World War II). Stanke also
mentions registers which have been filmed by the
Family History Library, but for which she has no tur-
ther information. Among these, I presume, are those
registers in Regensburg which were f<rrmerly at the
Prussian State hivy Archives in Berlin.

(By the way, Stanke is in the process of preparing a
similar inventory of Evangelical parish registers in
Ilast and West Prussia. Most of the Poles in East Prus-
sia were Protestants. While most of the Poles in West
Prussia retained their Polish (or Kashubian) self-
identity, most of those in Ilast Prussia eventually be-
came assimilated--although not necessarily by the
time of overscas emigration.)

The book, listing students at the Catholic classical
"high school" in Pelplin is in German, but only a rela-
tively modest number of terms need to be translated
and the itemization of contents which follows may
well be all you need in most cases.

It is muoh more than just a list. The numbers fol-
lowing the alphabetized (by sumame) list represent:
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1. Day and year of entry into the school
2. Number in the list of students (presumably as

entered in school records, since it is neither alphabet-
ical nor chronological)

3. Place and county of birth, plus age or date of
birth

4. Home residence
5. Name and occupation of the father or guardian
6. Maiden name of the mother
7. Grade to which they were admitted (V, VI,

or VII in most cases, presumably because the non-
specialized German elementary school usually
covers the first four grades)

8. Completion of previous schooling (a lower
grade and earlier date)

9. Comments

This wonderful genealogical tool is not quite as
great as this sounds--not all of the data is provided
for all students. The omissions still leave plenty of
room for excitement if you have a male ancestor
with a classical education.

While most of the students seem to have come
from throughout all parts of West Prussia, some
came from Warmia (central East Prussia), Pomera-
nia, Silesia, Greater Poland (apparently meaning
Posen/Poznania in this case, although an occasional
entry indicates residence in areas outside the German
Empire) and even Berlin. I did not see any entries for
students from the heavily Catholic southwestem cor-
ner of East Prussia, which does not preclude the pos-
sibility that there may be a few. There are data on
4"119 students.

You cannot judge the proportion of Polish and
German students accurately from the names, because
many self-identified Poles bore sumames of German
origin, and vice versa. But it seems apparent that a
majority of the students were Poles.

The text does not use Polish diacritical marks,
but the last page lists the proper Polish spelling with
reference to the number. Just preceding this is an in-
dex of the listed maiden narnes of mothers, including
the Polish -a ending (which is not applicable to all
names). Since an "a" does not replace an "i" in all
cases where it would be applicable, one can guess
that where the -i entling is used, the mother (or fami-
ly) might have been self-identified Germans, be-
cause Germans did not use the Polish feminine end-
ing, even if they had names of Polish origin.

The first name can also be helpful, since many

niunes are rendered as they are in Polish or German (fre-
quently different).

By the way, Stanke published a two-part article,
"Verzeichnis der Schuler des Bischdflichen Knaben-
Erziehungs-Instituts zu PelplinflVestpreuBen von I 836
bis 1858" [List of Students of the Bishop's Boys Educa-
tional Institute at Pelplin, West Prussia, from 1836 to
18581, in the Ostdeutsche Familienhunde in 1996. (This
periodical is in the Germanic Genealogy Society Collec-
tion at Concordia University, St. Paul, but these holdings
are not on the Concordia computer. While many earlier
volumes are bound and shelved with the books in the
Reference Room, those for more recent years are placed
in boxes as loose individual issues. These boxes are in
the very northwestem part of the Reference Library, near
the two GGS file cabinets.)

The Pelplin school, founded by the bishop of Kulm/
Chehnno in 1836, was elevated to a Progymnasium in
1858, although it remained a school for boys. The earlier
list includes similar, but somewhat less comprehensive,
vital data. After 1858, the school curriculum emphasized
languages above all: Latin, Greek, German, Polish and
French.

In the interest of inter-ethnic sharing, all periodicals
are welcome to reprint this review, with credit to the
original periodical (this version in the Polish Genealog-
ical Society of Minnesota Newsletter differs somewhat
from the one in the Germanic Genealogy Journal).

I have ordered some copies of both of Stanke's books,
which will be sold on a first come, first served basis and
am willing to order additional books for the time being,
but my health is such that I don't know how much longer
I will be able to do so. The cost of each book, including
shipping, will not exceed $20-$25, barring a drastic un-
favorable change in the dollar-mark ratio. Write me at
13 - 27th Ave. S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55414-3l}17.

Editor's note: Edward. R. Brandt, Ph.D. is a co-

founder of PGS-MN ancl a frequent contributor to the
PGS-MN Newsletter, the Germanic Genealogy Jour-
nal, and to other genealogical periodicals.

We have reserved one copy of each of the two books
reviewed above for inclusion in the Polish Collection at
the MGS Library.We will let you know when they are
available.
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A RctlrrnTo The Hornr,elar{b
Of Mq Ancestorc

By Lou Kruchowski
I100 -6th Ave. So., So. St. Paul MN 55075

<l kruchorvski @ prodi gy. net>

The LOT-Poland Tour gathered at St. Paul/
Minneapolis Airport on September 14,2000. We
picked up additional tour members at Chicago Airporl
and boarded LOT Airlines and then we were off to
Warsaw, Poland. We arrived in Warsaw on the l5th
and were met at the airport by our driver and our
English-speaking guide, Tomasz. We visited Eastem
and Southem Poland and arrived in Wroclaw on Sep-
tember 24th for a 3-day stay. I had previously arrangecl
for a driver for Tuesday, the 25th, to visit the Opole
area--the origin of my matemal and paternal grand-
parents.

After a wonderful breakfast at the Art llotel, my
daughter and I meet our taxi-driver, Piotr Czapski, in
the hotel lobby. Piotr was an excellent guide and was
proticient in English. After introductions, we left and
drove to Kietcz6w, Ole3nica, Wi1k6w, Namyst6w and
then saw a roadside sign to Damaszowice ancl decided
to explore. We stopped at the local church and spoke
with the Associate Pastor. He asked us into the office
and showed us the parish records. In the rccords, we
tound a WARZECHA which was my mothers maiden
narne. The names in this family were: Stanislaus,
Elisabet, Krzysztof and Natalie. The family lived in
the village of Wierzbica Gome, House No. 123. After
taking pictures of the church and area we drove to a
near-by cemetery. We stopped to take pictures of
headstones and graves, which were entirely covered
with flowers and plants of all kinds. This was a new
cemetery with all new headstones. We drove back to
the Village Hall, and were informed their records go
back only 60 years.

After receiving directions, we followed a dirt road
out to the country, and found House No. 123, which
was a tile house with block and wooden out-builclings.
Mr. Warzecha was not at home, but a neighbor lady
informed us that he was working "out in the forest."
She directed us to a dirt country road, which became
a wagon trail, and then an impassable logging road.
After parking the taxi, we walked about one block
along a muddy trail into a forest of tall beautiful pine
trees and a smell of mushrooms. We were met by a
man in uniform, evidently the foreman, who informed
us that Mr. Warzecha was not here, but working in
another location. The foreman informed Piotr that this
was a controlled harvest of pines and a permit was
required to cut trees. It was close to lunch time, so we

clrove back to No. 123 to await Mr. Warzecha's retum.
We waited about 20 minutes, but because we were
pressed for time, we could wait no longer. From the
neighbor lady, we got his phone number eurd Piotr said
he would call him later.

We cclntinuecl on toward Opole anrl atier a few
miles, stopped at a Church (St. George, built in 1897).
Piotr talked to workmen in front of the church ancl tht:y
said there was a Warzecha family living in the area.
But we needecl to continue on toward C)pole. As we ap-
proached the village of Czarnowey, we saw a beautiful
old all-wooden Church ancl had to stop for photos. As
my daughter took pictures of the church, I wandered
around the cemetery and read inscriptions on old head-
stones. I came upon a very old, weather-beaten stone
on a grave-site which was completely over grown with
weeds ancl brush. We took pictures
of the heacl stone and grave zurd hand copied the
inscription:

WARZEC}IA

ALBERT BARBARA
23-4-1840 15-12-1840
t5-2-1914 26-lA-1932

I-ET US STAY I{ERE I.'OR AI-L TIME
(Translated by Piotr;

We spoke tcl an older man who was also visiting
there ancl he told us that this was St. Anne's Church
and it was over 300 years old.

Researching at the parish office in l)omaszowice
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across the Mlynowka River which flows into the Odra.
Piotr told us of the high waters of the Odra in 1997 and
that much of the area was completely flooded.
We drove through Wrzoski, then a letl to Chroscina
Opolskiej. We stooped because the church here was so
interesting looking. The priest had gone to Zakopane
for a week, but the housekeeper unlocked the church
and allowed us take pictures. She said the church was
from the lTth century; the wooden alter was beautiful.

The church was celebrating the Harvest Festival and
in front of the altar were sacks of potatoes, apples,
pumpkins, walnuts, com and other farm products.
There was even a nest of eggs with real (but not alive)
chicks, hen and rooster. Each pew was decorated with
a cob of com entwined with greenery. Outside we saw
the portal of the original church and a granite slab with
a listing of men lost in the 1914-1918 war We rook
many pictures, thanked the housekeeper and left her a
donation for the church.

It was getting late in the aftemoon, so we headed
back to Wroclaw to meet our group for 7 P.M. dinner.
We drove along Super Highway A-4 which goes be-
tween Berlin and Russia. It is not completed but, our
driver said that it had been built very rapidly. The land
was purcha.sed from private owners, pines had to be
cut and land cleared. The highway will intersect a new
highway from Gdansk to Rome.

Our driver, Piotr has been driving taxi for 15 years
and he was extremely knowledgeable about Poland's
history, its present problems and hopes for the future.
He was 5 years old when Germany invaded and has
memories of what happened in his parent's home.
Everyone was asked, o'Are you a Jew?" and your fate
was determined by your answer. I came on this tour
basically to see my ancestors homeland and came back
home very impressed with the people of Poland, their
friendliness, how they have survived invasions from all
sides and how they have re-built after World War II.

After arriving in Opole, we went to the Office of
Documents. Records are kept there, but we were told
that I would need exact names and bifth dates of any
relatives I was researching. It was suggested that we
go to the Diocesan Oftlce in town for allthe Catholic
records. At the diocesan office, we were told that St.
Stanislaus Church in Dammaratsch, my matemal
grandparents' village, had burned and was destroyed
in 1925. A new church was built but he dicl not know
the location or if it was under a new name. We had
lunch at a local restaurant--coffee, a great omelet with
potatoes, onions, and mushrooms and dark bread.

I also have an interest is PI{LIPSEK. It was my
father's narne which he Americanized to Phillips.
Before I left on this trip, I was in contact with relatives
on my father's side, ancl was told they believed that the
Philipseks had immigrated from Mechnitz (the name
of the village in 1882) and perhaps now Mechine in
present day Poland. We left Opole and headed west

The parish church at Domaszowice
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Snaxilittg. {"" frq,t, in 9iland.:
A Practical Guide

For Achieving Genealogical Results

by John L. Rys
3613 Williamsburg Court

Woodbury, Minnesota 55129
E-Mail address <nmmpc665@isd.net>

In September of 2000 Judy, my wife, and I set out
for Poland to add to the RYS Polish family tree
(website : <www. i sd. net/mmmpc665>). The primary
trip objective was to visit the villages of my grand-
parents and to find the baptismal record for my narne-
sake grandfather, Jan Rys, bom in 1857. I had baptis-
mal records for my other three Polish grandparents.
Baptismal records from that time frame are valuable
because they identify the parents and grandparents
of the baptized person. I needed that information to
complete my genealogy records tbr four levels of
ancestors.

We had the good tortune of locating a Polish
speaking profess ional genealogy-searcher-translator-
guide with a car. We found Iwona Dakiniewicz
<genealogy @pro.onet.pl> through the Bulletin of
the Polish Genealogical Society of America. Stan
Schmidt had just finished a trip to Poland n 1999
and recommended her in a written note in the Bulletin.
This started a series of E-mail messages back and forth
with Iwona and it resulted in scheduling four days
with her in southem Poland in September of 2000.
All arrangements were made by E-mail without using
the telephone (expensive rates) or the regular mail
(time delays).

The search seemed to be straight forward, since I
had the birth clate of my grandfather as July 3, l95l .

The village location was probably one of four villages
just south of Krakow and west of Rabka. All my
grandparents were from the villages of Spytkowice,
Toporzysko, Jordanow and Wysoka. Before we
arrived, Iwona had telephoned the churches in those
villages ancl made appointments to search the records.

The search process consisted of Iwona searching
the records and making hand written notes from any
entry that looked like it had relevance to the narnes
we were searching fbr. These notes were E-mailed to
me after they were put into a word processing system.
I also made some handwritten notes. Copy machines
are not available and besides, the church records are
written into very large sized bound books.

In addition to the written notes, I wanted to have a
visual record of some of the information. As equip-
ment, I brought along a Sony video camera (camcor-
der). I tested the close-up capahilities at home and
found I could fbcus very well on printed documents
inclucling fine print. So during the search process I
used the Sony camcorder to record some ol the search-
ing, the resulting records, ancl spoken comments in-
cluding narne pronunciations. The advantage of the
camcorder is that it dcles not require extra lighting or a
flash. Normal camera tlashes have a clegrading effect
on older documents and flashes are generally not al-
lowed in museums or archives. The camcorder worked
very well even in low lighting. I now can review the
written notes with the visual and spoken discussion at
the time of finding the record.

Our search began in Toporzysko because of parish
scheduling. This was fortuitous because my grandfa-
ther, Jan Rys, was born in that village and within one
hour Iwona hacl located my grandfather's baptismal/
birth record. The date I hacl was one day oft, but that
was a small matter. An unanticipated bonus with birth/
baptismal records from that time is, the home address
is also recorded. This is of grrat assistance to genealo-
gy searching because it is a piece of information that
may help confirm search results. It also means you can
scan the recorcl books for family activity by home ad-
dress.

My grandtather's baptismal record included the
basic home address as 129 Toporzysko. This acldress
showed up on subsequent t-amily records confirming
the adclress as our original home. The parish priest
was very helpful in locating the former address of
129. We found the original dwelling, which was now
a storage building for farm supplies used by a family
living in a new residence c-rn the property. Iwona
sought permission for us to enter the dwelling to look
around. The "ultimate thrill" was when we were able
to purchase the key, (a large seven inch long skeleton
key) tbr the door of the olcl dwelling, as a memento
of the family homestead. This was truly a moving
moment and gains emotional impact as I continue to
think about it and view the tapes with my sisters.

I had achieved my primary objective ancl more
on the first day. Now we could do some additional
searching with the goal of expanding the genealogy
chart to the fifth generation level. The next few days
were packed with other discoveries of relatives and
generations, including a distant great-grandmother,
Regina Koscielniaczki, (a natne as long as her age)
who according to her death record livecl to be 100
years old (1726-1826). (See Ancestor Chart on page
,,) \
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From our experiences the following
suggestions are offered as practical aids.

I ) Do all you can to identify the general location
of the relevant villages. Knowing the villages of your
Polish ancestors is the biggest help. Identify any ap-
proximate dates and narnes. Any type of family infor-
mation is a clue. Contact relatives who might know
them. Write this information down and save it.

2) If you make a trip to Poland, hire a guide/
translator to help you, especially if you do not speak/
read fluent Polish. The best choice is someone knowl-
edgeable in searching church records. Pre-scheduling
with churches makes searching more efficient and is
helplul in gaining the cooperation of the priests.

3) Leave a "searching fee" with the parish priest.
We left a suitable iunount (around $1OO; with the par-
ish priests for all their helpful cooperation, especially
in Toporzysko where the priest took us to the original
Rys home site.

4) Prepare a list of objectives before you leave, but
be flexible when you arrive. [{ave specific goals and
some idea of how you will achieve these goals.

5) Purchase and review a copy of the book Polish
Records of the Roman Catholic Church; Their flse
and Understanding in Genealogical Researchby
Gerald A. Ortell, 1996 (This book is available from
the Polish Genealogical Society of Minnesota).

6) Consicler a video camcorder. I recorded the in-
tormation using a Sony Digital Video Camera (model
DCR-TRVI03). It tbcused well even in rooms with
low background lighting and the handwriting is quite
readable when viewing the tapes. The beauty of using
the video camera was the ability to record the spoken
comments about the records while we were searching.
This was helpful and usetul for getting the Polish pro-
nunciation of the names and cities. Another advantage
is that my two sisters, who did not make the trip with
me, can now view the tapes and feel that they were
part ofthe actual search process.

7) Bring many pre-labeled tapes for the cam-corder.
I brought l0 tapes and pre-labeled them for the cities
and villages we visited. Use a separate tape for each
village. This saves later confusion and keeps records
categorized by village or city.

8) Get a large battery for the camcorder with a ca-
pacity of at least eight hours and some type of backup
battery. Bring a camcorder battery recharger for use in
the evening. I used a AMBICO brand recharger for
the Sony Lithium batteries.

Jordan6w, Toporzysko, Wysoka and Spytkowice are locat-
ed just west of Rabka. Rabka is located about 50 km. south
of Krak6w. Map source: Polska: Atlas Drogowy, I Poland:
Road Atlasl,p.222. A copy of this l:200,000 scale atlas is
available in the Polish Collection at the MGS Library.

9) Buying the right power adapter and converter/
transformer for the recharger was a real test of perse-
verance. Poland uses 220 volts and 50-cyc1e frequen-
cy. The U.S. appliances run at LzO volts and 60-cycle
frequency. A simple adapter allows you to plug the
converter into the electrical outlet in the wall. Accord-
ing to my reading: a) use a converter with electric
appliances such as hair dryers, and b) use a trans-
former with electronic items such as computers and
rechargers. The problem is that manufacturers use the
term "converter" in a generic sense and this causes
confusion. Also some convefiers or transformers are
designed for non-continuous use and for certain wat-
tages. Radio Shack has one that worked well. It was
a adapter/convefi er-transformer (Mode I 27 3 - I 426;)
designed to operate for electronic equipment up to 85
watts and was for continuous use so I could leave it on
at night. This converter with adapter worked wellin a
hotel in a small city like Rabka. A few places like the
Marriott Hotel in Warsaw have pre-converted electri-
cal outlets in their hotel rooms, which do not require
any converter or transformer for American appliances.

SUMMARY. This trip was a huge success in
achieving our defined goals and it was a very fulfill-
ing experience in touching the past and understanding
our grandparents. The use of a professional searcher/
translator saved us untold time and money and pro-
vided us with information and memories beyond our
wildest imaginations. We feel very forhrnate and real-
ize that this is not always the case, but it worked for
us. The use of a video camcorder helps to preserve
those exciting moments of discovery and I am enjoy-
ing them over and over again with other relatives. The
major success of this adventure is due to our Polish
fiiend Iwona Dakiniewicz.
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Ancestor Cbart
compiled by John L. Rys

361 3 Williamsburg Court
Woodbury MN 55129
<mmmpc665@isd.ne>

16. WalengRys
b.
m.

32-
8.
b.
NL

d.

StanislawRp
Toporzysko Poland 33.

L7- MaigorzotyPisula
b.
d.

34.
a. John Rp
b. zJut 7857 Toporzysko Pol.
m.
d. 6 No, 1929 Minneapolis

35.

1n r^r--L r,r l. 36.

9.
b.
d.

AnnaMaciczka
t823

b.
m 37.

19.
b.
A

'hfiaGrobasz 38.
2.
b.
m.
d.

AnthonyJ. Rys
30 Sep 1904 Minneapolis
27 Jun7933
9Mar t974

39.

,{l Sto-i"lotto (alnu.oob {' LaurentyGlowczak
10.
b.
m.
d.

AndrewGlowczak
3July 1833
1853

b. 25 Apr 1786
m- ,l ?? M"" 1R(? 41. R"gro" Koscielnaiczki

5,
b.
d.

LudwikaGlowczak
3Mar 1872 Spykowice Pol.
30 Aug 1952 Minneapolis

21. AnnaJagodka

d.

42. StanislawJagodka

43. Katarina Kalembi

22. AdilbertZaiac
b.
m.

44. lozef Zajac
11. CatherineZrjrc
b. 19 Sep 1837

d- 22Dec 1914 Minneapolis

45.

fl' Rosalia Repella

d.

6. Igort Reppel

I J"* L. Ry'

m.

47. Mairnna.

24.
b.

WalentyMaciaszek
11Jan 1811Wysoka

lR 'Tn*r"oMo.ioooo1
1il. StarislausMaciaszek 49. Katamynab. Wysoka Poland
m.
d.

25.
b.

Susan Sarna 50.
6. LawrenceMaciaszek

51.b.
m.
d.

25 4pn11865 Wysoka Pol.

24 Sept 7945
ffi 52. Michal G^.,

13.
b
d..

SophiaGruca
11 Jan 1840 Jordanow Pol.

b,
m.

1804 Jordanow Poland (1 l\il^1-^-.^r^ D^Li

27. Agn tMadon

3: 
Malejowa? Poland

54.

3.
b.
d.

MaryMacosek
27 Jun 1915 Minneapolis
13Jun 1995

55.

28.
b.
m.

JohnJarocz
Wysoka Poland

56. StanislawJarocz
t+
b.
m.
d.

StanislasJorocz
4 Aug 18a3 Jordanow Pol. 57. 7-,ofiaBylina

)o 7^a^ c,;^-A^ ;1, 58. Tomiesza Gwiazdon
7.
b.
d.

RosaliaJarocz
25 Aug L879 Jordanow Pol.
30Jan7937

I b. Tordanow Poland 59. Marianna Guzik

I
I 2n C-- -:-t---- T-Lt---1-: 6O. MarcinJablonski

15.
b.
d-

RosaliaJablonski
12 Dec 1848 Jordanow Po

b.
m.

JUurur

61. JadwigaWiecek

31.
b
d.

Barbara Arendarczyk 62.Antoniyo Ar endar czrJt

63. Agata Pynzou,ska
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PGS-MI,{ NEWSLETTER
Surname Indexing Project--Volume 4
We are continuing to index the surnames included in the past issues of the
PGS-MN Newsletter. T'he following listing includes all surnantes that ap-
pearedinVolume Four,Nos. l-1: Spring 1996,Summer 1996,Autumn 1996,
and Winter 1996-7. The code used in this listing is as follov,s: the first num-
ber is the volume nuntber, the second nurnber is the issue number, and the
third numbers are page numbers.We will index past volumes at the rate of
one volume per issue. When we are up-to-date, v,e will publish a complete
integrated listing of Volumes I -]0. We are indebted to PGS-MN member
Audra Etzelfor undertaking this project. Back issues of Volumes I ,2, 3 and
4 are at ailable fi"ont the editor of this newsletter for $3 .00 per issue.
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Barton 4:4:09
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Jasinski, Lucille (Luclwika)
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Jasinski, Stephan 4:3106
Jasiriska, Kanstancja 4:3:06
Jaunich 4:l:l I
Jazdazewski 4:4:12
Jazdiewski, Rev. Henry 4:2:09
Jazdzewski 4:2:13
Jed 4:3: I I
Jedrysko 4:2:13
Jeffersou,Thornas 4:4:02
Jendro 4:4:0,14
Jendrysek 4:4:09
Jereczek 4:4:12
Jerzak 4:3:ll
Jerzak,Andrew 4:2:O8,D
Jerzak, Francis 4:2:O9
Jesionowski 4:2:13
Jesok 4:4:09
Jessessky 4:2:12
Jezak, Andrew 4:2:10
Jezak, Frank 4:2:10
Jezok 4:4:09
John Paul II, Pope 4:l:06
Jolrnson, Carol A. 4:2:12
Johnson, (larole 4:2:M
Jolkowska, Martha 4:4:06
Jolkowski,Albert 4:4:06
Jolkowski, Rarbara 4:4:06
Jolkowski,Frances 4:4:O6
Jolkowski,Franli 4:4:06
Jolkowski, Julianna 4:4:06
Jolkowski, Marianna 4:4:06
Jonietz 4:4:09
Jorek 4:4:09
Joyce, Betty 4:4:13
Joyce,Elizabeth 4:2:13
Junik, Jozefa 4:4:14
Junik, Michal 4:4:14
Jurek 4:4:O9

gt
Kabat, Casimir 4:2:10
KaczarowskiJohn 4:2:1(l
Kaczmarczyk 4:2:13
Kaczmarek,Agnes 4:4:07,13
Kaczmarek, Elizabeth 4:4:13
Kaczmarek, Estelle 4:4:O1 .

Kaczmarek,Ignatius 4:4:13
Kaczmarek, John 4:4:13
Kaczmarek,Joseph 4:4:13
Kaczmarek,Louis 4:4:07
Kaczmarek, I-udovicus 4:4:01
Kaczmarek, Mary 4:4:O7
Kaczmarek,Michael 4:4:13
Kaczmarek, Stanislaus

4:4:(b,O'l
Kaczmarek,Stauley 4:4:07,13
Kaczmarek, Victoria 4:4:13
Kaczuowski, John Jr., 4:3:08
Kahn, Dr. BruceE. 4:l:10
Kaizer 4:4:12
Kaldunski,Peter 4:4:12
Kalis 4:4:09
Katsz, Catherine 4:3:10
Kalita 4:3:ll
Kaluza 4:2:13
Kaluza, Rosa 4:2:ll

Kamiuski 4:2:13
Kampa 4:2:13'.4:4:09
Kapoczynski, Albert 4:2:09
Kara-liow 4:4:14
Karasch 4:4:O9
Karczmarz 4:4:14
Kanr, Evelyn 4:2:13
Karoll 4:4:09
Kasella 4:4:09
Kasowski 4:4:14
Kasperek 4:4:09
Katowski,Ambrose 4:2:09
Katowski,Anastazy 4:2:09
Katzmark,Agnes 4:4:07,13
Katzrnark, Ed 4:4:O6,O7,13
Katzmark, Elizabeth 4:4:13
Katzmarh Estelle 4:4:O'l
Katzmark, John 4:4:13
Katzmark,Joseph 4:4.13
Katzmark, Louis 4:4:Ol
Katzmark,Michael 4:4:13
Katzmark, Mrs. Stanley 4:4:06
Katzmark,Stanley 4:4:13
Katzmark, Victoria 4:4:13
Kazubski 4:2:13
Kiclijan 4:2:13
Kiser, Charleen 4:2:13
Kishel,Greg 4:l:02,03:4:2:A2;

4: 3 : 02,03,05; 4: 4:02,03,12,13
Kita, Terry 4:l:11; 4:4:O3
Klarkowski 4:4:05
Klarkowski,Josef 4:4:14
Klarkowski, Marta Larnczyk

4:4:14
Klarkowski, Michaelena 4:4:14
Klegie, Frank 4:3:07
Klekacz, Jacob 4:2:lO
Klekoszwesske 4:3:11
Klescz 4:4:09
Klimek 4:2:13:4:4:09
Klisch 4:4:09
Klosak 4:2:13
Kloss 4:4:09
Klupp, Franli 4:2: 08,10
Klyszcz 4:4:O9
Knapek 4:2:12
Knopik 4:4:12
Knut 4:2:16
Koenig 4:2:13
Kokot 4:4:14
Kokott 4:4:09
Koliuska 4:4:15
Kolinska, Mary 4:4:14
Kollodge 4:4:O9
Kolodziej 4:4:09
Kolodziejska, Magdalena

4:4:14
Kolodziqski 4:2:O5; 4:4:14
Kolton, Jerry 4:3: l1
Komorowski 4:2:13
Kondej, Franciszek (Francis)

4:l:ll
Kondy, Kornel 4:l;03; 4:2:M
Kontly, W. Kornel 4:1:11;

4:2:16',4:4:05,A)
Kondy, Walter Kornel 4:3:06
Konietzko 4:3:10
Kopitski, John 4:3:07

Kopka 4:4:09
Koprowski 4:4:14
Koralewski 4:2:l'3
Korcal, John 4:2:08,09,10
Koruder, Katie 4:3:10
Kolpal, Frank 4:2:10
Kosciuszko 4:3:01
Kosiolek, Rev. Damian 4:2:09
Kosmalski, Albert 4:3:07
Kosmolska, Helenae 4:3:08
Kostreba 4:4:09
Koszik, Joseph 4:2:10
Kowalczyk 4:2:13: 4:4:09
Kowalewski, Margaret 4:4:03
Kowalewski, Margaret A.

4:3:ll
Kowalik 4:2:13
Kowalzeh Arne 4:2:13
Kozak, Darryn 4:2:13
Kramer 4:3:ll
Krankowska, Suzanna 4:3:08
Krawczyk 4:2:06
Krbechek, Blanche 4:1:03;

4:2:03,12,15; 4:3:03,1 5;
4:4:01,03,16

Kreft 4:2:13
Kriedl, Manfred 4:4:Ol
Krol 4:4:09
Krol, John Cardinal 4:l:05
Kroll 4:4:09
Kroska" David 4:2:13
Kroska, Dr. David 4:4:03
Krszeszewski 4:2:12
Kruck, John 4:2:08
Kruk, John 4:2:lO
Kruse, Anton 4:3:08
Kruszewski 4t2:13
Kruszka, Waclaw 4:1:05
Kryniak 4:3:11
Krystosek 4:4:09
Krzeszewski 4:2:12', 4:4:15
Krzoska 4:2:13'
Kuba 4:2:12
Kubat, Father Alfons 4:l:10
Kubes, Joe 4:3:08
Kubik, Francis 4:4:12
Kubiszewski,Andrew 4:2:lO
Kubiszewski,Joseph 4:2:LO
Kucyba 4:2:13
Kuduk 4.3:10
Kufel, Simon 4:2:lO
Kuffel 4:2:L'3
Kuka 4:4:O9
Kuklok 4:4:09
Kukowski 4:2:12 4:3:ll
Kulas 4:2:13;4:4:15
Kulas, Anna 4:2:05:4:3.10
Kulas, Jan 4:4:L4
Kulas, John 4:3:10
Kulas, Louis 4:3:lO
Kulas, Paul 4:l:03,05; 4:2:02;

4:3:02;4:4:03,13,14
Kulas, Paul'Iheodore 4:2:O7;

4:3:07:4:4:OL
Kulczycki, Dr. John 4:3:03
Kulig 4:4:09
Kulla 4:4:09
Kullot 4:2:13

Kulot 4:2:13
Kupferschmidt 4:2:13
Kupka 4:4:O9
Kurowski 4:2:13
Kusznierek,Andrew 4:2:lO
Kusztelski 4:2:13
Kwaczynski 4:3:04
Kwaczynsk6wna 4:l:04
Kwasigroch,Anthony 4:2:lO
Kwasigroch,Antonie 4:2:09
Kwasigroch, Joannes 4:2:09
Kwiatkowski, Joseph 4:2:lO,l2

.e,

Lamczyk 4:4:05
Lamczyk, Eva 4:4:14
Lamczyk, John 4:4:14
Langa, Isidor 4:2:lO
Langer 4:4:O9
Larek 4:2:13
Larkin, Clare Elaine 4:3:lt
Larson, Vicky 4:3:10
Lasnetski, William 4:2:09
Lasota 4:4:09
Ledvina, Sister M. 4:4:t3
Lemanczyk 4:2:13
Lempart 4:4:09
Lempka 4:4:09
Lenius, Brian J. 4:l:10; 4:4:lO
Lenszal,Elizabeth 4:4:13
Lesnicki, Valentine 4:2:LO
Lewandrowski 4:2:12
Lewicz 4:2:13
Libera 4:4:12
Lica 4:4:12
l,illa 4:3:ll
Lindgren, Dallas R. 4:l:10
Lipinski 4:2:12;4:3:ll
Lipinski,Lawrence 4:2:lO
Lipinski, Michael 4:2:09,10
Lisowski 4:4:14
Lisson, Joanne 4:4:O3
Literski 4:3:1 1; 4:4:12
Litzer 4:4:12
Lochocki, Peter 4:2:lO
Louka, Antonius 4:3:08
Lopata 4:2:13
Lorbetski 4:4:12
Lowe, Patricia A. 4:1:10
Lozinska, Francisca 4:2:O9
Lsarzynska, Francisca 4:3:08
Lubienski,Audrew 4:2:lO
Lubonska, Josepha 4:3:09
Ludwickoski, Anna 4:3:10
Ludwickoski, Thomas 4;3: l0
Ludwikowski 4:4:14
Ludwikowski,Anna 4:3:10
Ludwikowski, Thornas 4:3;10
Lujack,Johnny 4:l:08
Lukawski 4:2:13
Lutzwick 4:3:10
LyEa 4:2:13
Lygman, Frank 4:2:lO
Lvrek 4:3:ll" lvl
Machnikowski, James 4:3:08
Machnikowski, Michael 4:2:lO
Machud 4:4:12
Machut 4:4:12
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Maciej 4:4:09
Maciuszko,Jerzy 4:4:Ol
Madey 4:3:l I

Mondry 4:1:l l; 4:3:l I
Moralewicz 4:2:12
Moras 4:4:14

Parulski. John 4:2:lO
Paschelke 4:2:12
Patalita, Cecilia D. 4:l:l I
Patalita, Cecilia Dybas 4:2:05
Patek, John 4:2:10
Pawlak, John 4:4:03
Peka 4:4:@,14
Pellowski 4:4:12
Peplinski Des 4:2:13
Peplinski, Paul 4:4:16
Pernala 4:2:13
Pershell, Dick 4:2:12
Pesek, James 4:3:08
Peslka 4:2t13
Peters, Thomas A. 4:l:10
Petron 4:4:09
Philip 4:4:09
Piechowski 4:3:11
Pientok 4:4:09
Piepas, Fredereke Augusta

4:2:12
Pierz, Father Xavier 4:4:08
Pierzina 4:4:O9
Pietrick 4:4:49
Pietron 4:4:09
Pietrzak 4:4:O9
Pikula 4:3:l I
Pintok 4:4:09
Piotrowski,Martin 4:2:lO
Plaziak, Agnes 4:4:13
Pleve, Dr. Igor R. 4:4:ll
Plewako,Andrzej 4:4:09
Plucinski,Frank 4:2:lO
Pluskwik, Maria 4:2:ll
Podgorski 4:3:ll
Podlasek 4:2:12
Pogrzeba 4:4:Q9
Polaczyk 4:3:ll
Polejewski,Stanley 4:3:07
Polingo 4:4:15
Politowski, John 4:2:08,10
Pollok 4:4:09
Popowska, Agnes 4:2:O9
Popowski, Joanne 4:2:09
Popowski, John 4:2:08,09,10
Posch 4:4:09
Pozovski 4:2:O5
Pozovski, Annam 4:3:10
Pozovski, Francis 4:-l:10
Pozovski, Francisca 4:3:10
Pozovski, Helena 4:3:10
Pozovski, Joanne 4:3:10
Pozovski, Josepha/Pelagia

4:3:10
Pozovski, Maryanna 4:3:10
Pozovski, Stefanum Julius

4:3:10
Pozovski, Valeutinus 4:3:10
Prokopp 4:4:O9
Prokott 4:4:O9
Prokott, Bob 4:4:03
Prokou,Robefl 4:4:01,08
Prusinski, Joseph 4:2:lO
Pruszynski, Martin 4:2:10
Przybilla 4:4:49
Przybilski 4:4:14
Przymus, Anna 4|3:09
Przymus, Konstantia 4:3:09

Przyrnus, Matt 4:-3:09
Psyck 4:4:09
Psyk 4:4:09
Puchopinski, Dominic 4:2:lO
Pukrop, Adalbet 4:2:10
Pukrop, John 4:2:09
Pulaski 4;3:01
Puschalla 4:4:09
Pyku 4:4:G,14

R,
Radziej 4:4:O9
Radzilowski, Dr. Thaddeus

4:2:04,09
Radzilowski, Dr. Thadcleus Cl.

4:l:06
Radzilowski, Johu 4:l:9,10;

4:2:01,03,08,09, I 0; 4:3:01,03;
4:4:03

Rajtar, Edward 4:1:12;4:2:01
Rakowski 4:2:13
Ratte, Mrs. Estelle 4:4:O6
Ratte, Mrs. Louis 4:4:07
Razinski 4t2:12
Reca 4:4:12
Reincke, Henrietta 4:2 12
Rekowski, Father Al 4:3:O4
Rekowski, Fr. Aloysius 4:3:04
Rekucki, Mary Alice 4:4:0-3
Renkiewicz,Frank 4:l:07
Retza 4:4:12
Reymont,Wladyslaw 4:4:01
Rhode, Father Paul 4:l:05
Richard, Helen M. 4:4:15
Richard, Mrs. Helen 4:2:12
Riebelirg,Susan 4:4:15
Rippley, Prof. La Vern J.

4:l:10
Risstock 4:3:1 I
Robasse, Jim 4:2:15
Rockman, Barbara 4:3:02;

4:4:O5
Rocknan, Barbara Jasinski

4:3:06,1I
Rockman, Deal 4:3:06
Rogala, John 4:4:12
Rogalski 4:2:12:4:3:Ll
Rogers, Joseph Sumrner 4:l:06
Rolbiecki 4:3: I l; 4:4:12
Rolewicz,Adalben 4:2:1O
Ron-liowski 4:2:l'3
Rosinski 4:2:12',4:4:15
Ross, Catherine (Gorecki)

4:2:04
Ross, Johu 4i3:07
Ross, Marcel 4:3:08
Ross, Marcel (Ruszkiewicz)

4:2:M
Ross, Thomas 4:4:14
Ross, Thornas E. 4:4:15
Rossa 4:4:O9
Roszczek 4:4:O.<)

Rousinski 4:2:12
Roy, Rev. Peter 4:3:08
Rozanski 4:2:12
Rudek 4:4:O9
Rudnik 4:2:12
Rumble, Alexander R. 4:2:16
Rusel, Waiter 4:3:03

Magocsi, Paul Robert 4:4: 10,1 1 Motzko 4:4:O9
Maida, Adam Cardinal 4:l:05 Mrosek 4;4:09
Mainka 4:4:09 Mrosla 4:4:09
Majkowski 4:3:ll Mrotek 4:2:13
Malak 4:2:13 Mroz 4:2:12
Malcer 4:3:lO Mrozla 4:4:09
Malil 4:2:12 Mruz, Henry F. 4:2;12
Manczas, Michael 4:2:10 Muchlinski, Donald 4:3:10
Manderfeld, Ben 4:4:15 Muchlinski, Frank 4:2:@
Manderfeld, Mary 4:4:15 Muchlinski, William F. 4:4:15
Manka 4:4:O9 Mueller 4:2:13
Marcina, SisterM. 4:4:O5 Musial, Stan 4:1:08
Marek 4:3:l I Muzurek 4:2:13
Mareski 4'.2:12 Miiller 4:3:11
Maresky 4:2:12 Myroniuk, Halyna 4:l:10
Marodeck 4:2:13 Myslajek, John 4:4:15
Marsolek 4:4:09 Al.

Mififfir, i*$k'--11:,;#. Nryi 
ffii,",tooifo$*,

Maserek, A.J. 4:3:08
Mask, Stella 4:4:06 Nalipinski' Bernice 4:4:o7

Mask, Stella (vis,neskie) 4:4:l3NffiHt t:*orjro"" 4:2:to
Maslajek_ 4:4:15 . ^ Nedoroski, Dan 4:4:03
!{u'tut,1os!p.h ,4:2:to i,r;J;;;;il: Daniel A. 4:3:tt
Masloski 4:l:l I
Maslow 4:r:Lr Nevin' w'H' 4:3:08

Masrowski 4:3:ll Nevin' wiliiam 43:@

\{asog 1,!,9 Ni:fJ,:$,'i?t1:r,,oi''toMaszk 4:3:11
Materski, Karhleen 4:2:03,04 Nf,HJJ:-"*fl" o,r,rr..
Matros 4:4:09
Matz, A M. 4:3:08,09 4:2:14

Matz, John 4:3:08 N:ili"uo,f;iit'
Mazauy, Martin 4:2:lO Norouio*rti 4:ZtlZ
Mazur 4:4:14
McCavic, Donald A. 4:4:M,15 

Nowotarski 4213

McDowell, Father Patrick
4:4:13 Obalczak 4t4:14

McNeal, William 4:4:08 Odette, Barbara 4:4:15
McOuat,llarry 4:2:O3;4:3:04 Olszewski .4:4:14
Mcouat, Hrrri B. 4:2:06', omernic . 4:4:12

4:3:ll " ()pacz 4:4:09
Megier 4:3:lL 9P.$, 4:4:09
MeEr, Kahlile 4:4:11 Orlikowski 4:3:ll
Meling 4:3:ll Oslowski, StePfan 42:LO
Michalski, Frank 4:2:lO Osuch3 4:.2:13

Mieszko, Duke 4:2:16 911o, PPncis 4:2:09
Migacz 4:4t15 ' Owazarzak, Anna 4:3:09
Milatz 4:4:15 Owazarzak, Petrus 4:3:09
Mi[rn, Amolia 4:3:09 Owczarek Matin 4:2:lO
Mihm, J.C 4:3:08 Owczarz 4:4:14
Mikuiewicz, Rornuald 4:2:lO I
Milewski 4:2:13 pacer 4:3:ll
Milier 4:2:12 pacewicz, Joseph 4:2:lO
Mills, Diane Kathryn Bogush pacypa, nr. O&ninic 4:3:034:2:12 pa[woda, Volodymyr 4:4:ll
Milosz, Czeslaw 4:4:Ol pailas, niane (Satari) 4:3: l1
Minczeski, John 4:2:Ol paluch 4:4:09
Mioch 4:4:15 pahbicki 4:3:ll
Misch 4.4:09 Paluch, Anthony 4:2:lO
Mish 4:4:09 panaka, Adalbeit 4:2:tO
MiS 4:4:09 panka, Adalbert 4:2:10
Moczko 4:4:09 Panov, Dimitry A. 4:3:05
Moczy-gemba, Father Leopold papakin, Heorgii V. 4:3:05

4: l:05
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Russell 4:2:12
Ruszkiewicz 4:2:M
Ruszkiewicz, Francisca

(Lsarzynska) 4:3:08
Ruszkiewicz, M. 4:3:08
Rybak 4:4:15
Rybarczyk, Joseph 4:2:10
Rybinski,Joseph 4:2:09
Rybinski,Mariae 4:2:09
Rybinski, Petrus 1:2:09
Rychlicki 4:2:13
Rymarkiewicz -1:-l:l I

s
Sadowski,Matbias 1:4:12
Sadowsky 413:l I
Safarz, Diane 4:-l:l I
Saikowski, Franl .1:3:09
Saikowski, Joln 4:3:09
Sanowski, Joseph -1:3:07
Saranna, Alberr 4:l:l I
Saranna, Josephine .1:l:t I
Saranna, Nicholas .l:l:l I
Saranna, William .l: l:1 I
Saucedo, Fran Konietzko

4:3: l0
Scepurek 4:4:09
Schafer, Kathy .l:l:l I

Schelonka 4:4:O9
Schibilla 4:4:09

Starszewski 4:4:15
Steffer 4:2:13
Stellmach 4:4:09
Stenzel, Robert F. 4:2:13
Stephan 4:2:13
Stiller 4:4:09
Stoczynski 4:4:14
Stodolka 4:4:09
Stoltman 4:3ll I
Stosel 4:2:12
Strisik 4:2:13
Stryczak, John 4:2:10
Stryk, Robert A. 4:2:13
Strysick,Susanne 4:2:13
Strzelecki, Boleslaw 4:3:05
Strzelecki, Paul Edmund

4:3:05
Stwosz, Wit 4:l:08
Styczynski,Thomas 4:2:10
Suistor, Emilia 4:4:M
Sulewski 4:2:13
Sulinski 4:3:11
Sullivan, John 4:3:09
Sura 4:4:O9
Surma 4:4:09
Suska 4:4:09
Swanson, Rhonda 4:2:13
Swara 4:2:13
Swedzinski, Casimir 4:3:08
Swedzinski, Casmier 4:3:07
Sweclzinski, Frank 4:3:08
Swedzinski, Michael 4:3:08
Swintek 4:4:09
Switalla 4:4:09
Swora 4:2:13
Sydor, Dick 4:3:ll
Symalla 4:4:09
Sywicki 4:4:12
Syzdek,Anna 4:3:10
Syzdek,Appollonia 4:1:11
Syzdek, Bruno C. 4: I : I 1;

4:2:12;4:3:10
Syzdek, Emily 4: l: I I
Syzdek, John 4:l:11
Syzdek, Joseph 4:2:12
Syzdek, Josephine 4:1:11
Syzdek, Marciel (Marshall)

4:3;10
Syzdek, Wojciech (Albert)

4:l:ll; 4:2:12.4:3:10
Szarzynska, Maria 4:2:09
Szarzynski, Joseph L. 4:3:11
Szarzynski,L.P. 4:3:08
Szarzynski, Thomas 4:3:07,08
Szatkowski 4:3:11
Szczepurek 4:4:09
Szczypior 4:2:13
Szkudlarz 4:4:14
Szlichzin 4:4:09
Szoka, Edrnund Cardinal

4: l:0-5
Szolors 4:4:09
Szostak 4:4:L4
Szpiner 4:2:05
Szraider, Frank 4:2:10
Szucs. Loretto Dennis 4:3:03
Szukala 4:2:13
Szurra 4:4:O9

Szwedzinski, Casimir 4:2:lO
Szykowny 4:4:14
Szymala 4:4:09
Szyrnborska, Wislawa 4:4:Ol
Szymczak, Bernie 4:4:03
Szyperski 4:2:13

9.
Taborski,Boleslaw 4:4:Ol
Talaga 4:4:14
Tarara 4:2:13
Thalnofski 4:3:ll
Tolik 4:2:13
Tomala 4:4:09
Tomalla 4:4:09
Tomczak, John 4:2:lO
Tomek, Thomas 4:3:08
Trader 4:2:13
Tramer, Jacob 4:4:08
Trebiatowski 4:4:14
Treder 4:2:13
fiettel 4:4:09
'Irojanowski, John 4:2:08,10
Trutwin 4:4:09
Trzebiatowski 4:2:13
Trzmiel 4:2:12
Turzynski 4:4:12
Tykwinski,Michael 4:2:09

u
Urban 4:4:O9
Urbanski, Peter 4:2:lO

a.
Valasek, Dr. Paul S. 4:2:Ol:

4:3:O3
Viniski, Alec 4:4:O7
Visneskie 4:4:13
Visneskie, Bronis (Alec)

4:4:07
Visneskie, Mary 4:4:M
Visneskie, Stella 4',4:O6,07
Vojtanek 4:2:12

w.
Waldoch 4:3;11
Walek 4t4:09
Waletzki 4:4:09
Waletzko 4:4:09
Walsh, Barbara 4:3:ll
Wanag, Jozef 4:4:09
Waras 4:4:15
Warzecha 4:4:09
Wasowicz 4:2:13
Wavarek 4:4:O9
Wawarek 4:4:09
Weinkauf 4:3:ll
Weiss, Robert 4:l:10
Welna 4:4:09
Wesolowski 4:4:14
Wexa, Martin 4:2:03,@
Wiatrak 4:4:A9
Wicka 4:2:13
Wieczorek 4:4:09
Wielepski 4:l:ll
Wielepski,Agnes 4:3:10
Wielepski,Frank 4:2:IO
Wilczek 4:4:A9
Wilebski 4:3:04
Wilebski, Antonia 4:3:10

Skotarka 4:4:14
Skroch 4:4:09
Sluchoche 4:2:13
Smarzyk, Agnes 4:3:10
Smarzyk, Anton 4:3:10
Smarzyk, Bernice 4:3:10
Smarzyk,Cathrina 4:3:lO
Smarzyk, Franciscus 4:3: l0
Smarzyk, Joseph 4:3:10
Smarzyk, Matthew 4:3:10
Srnarzyk, Paulus 4:3:10
Smarzyk, Valeria 4:3:10
Smarzyk, Vicroria 4:3:10
Smazyk, Matthew 4:2:lO
Smieja 4:4:09
Smishek, John 4:3:08
Smuda 4:4:14
Sobauia 4:4:A9
Sobiech 4:4:A9
Sobierocki 4:1:11
Sobiescek 4'.2:12
Sobieski 4:2:13
Soboszczyk 4:3:ll
Soboszczyk,Blaze 4:2:ll
Soika 4:2:13
Sojka 4:2:05:4:4:09
Sokolowski,Andrew 4:2:10
Solorz 4:4:09
Soltys 4:2:12;4:4:14

Schietza 4:4:09 Sonnek 4:2:13

Schlichting 4:4:09 Sopa, Adeline 4:2:13
Schlyter,Sanicl -l:-l:0-l Sopa *deline M' 4:l:10;
Scnririat, Nllct .1:.1:08 4:2:03; 4:3:04,16
Schmidt, Sta[ .1:.]:13 Sopczak, A. 4:2tlo
Schmidt, Stanley +:-l:O-i Sorala, Albert 4: l:l I
Schmidtke 4:j:ll lorana,Josephine 4:l:ll
Schmitz, Victoria .l:4: l -l Sorana, Nicholas 4: I : I I
Schroecter, Franccs .l:l:09 lo'Pl william 4:l:l I

Scluoecler, Frank -l:2:10 Soshnikov, _Vladislav 4:4:10
Schularitzski, Vicroria .1:2:09 sotis 

. 
4:2:12

Schusrer, Karhleen .l:3:l i Sowada^ 4:4:09
Schutta 4:2:13 Sowul, Authony 4:2:lO
schwienrek 4:.1:09 SoYka 4:4:o9

Schwintek, Alberr .l:4:0g Span€enberg, Rose (Berczyk)

Schwintek, Frant .1:-1:08 ^ 
4:l:ll . . ^.

Schwintek, John 4:.1:08 in"a3 4:4.:09

Schwintek,.Martqel 4:4:08 
SX|S:"' f;o"3, 

4:3:07,08
Serszen, John .1:2:10
Sfora 4..2:13 Spierewka, Frank 4:2:lO
Shea, Suzanne Strempek .l:2:01:pPer' **u 4:3:10
Sheitza 4:4:Og lptner, Eernard 4:3:10
Shurly 4:2:13 lPiner' Franciscaus 4:3:10

Slrushack 4:4:12 lpiner, Gertruda 4:3: l0
sienriewicz.H",r'r 4:3:04r SBllEi:i:3p -1i1iti
Sik, Anthony 4:2:10 lpiner, Rosalia 4:3:10
Sik, Stanisla'us 4:2:10 lniner' St'nl"y - 4:3:10

3ifff" 131;,n",n.;i, 
+,+,or 

illm:l d,?fli* 4:3:10
Skiba 4:4:12 lPinner, Clara 4:3:10
Skibinski 4:4:14 lpinner, Francisca 4:3:10
Skibo 4:4:12 lPinner, Frarciscus 4:3:10
Skiera, Jacob 4:2:10 !nv19r' Petgr 4:2:lo
Skorcewski, Michael 4:2:09 Sredzinski, Rick 4:2:12

Skorczejewski,Joseph +rSiOq Stachowiak,John 4:2:O9,lO;
Skorczehski,iohn ^4:2:08,09,10^ 4:2:08. . ^

3[:#il:fi:fj;}"%idr''0 Slffiif, #,f;3il,," 4:2:12
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Wilebski, Franceszek (Frank)
4:3:10

Wilebski, Frank 4: l: I l; 4:4:13
Wilebski, Fred 4:1:11; 4:2:05;

4:3:05,1Q 4:4: l3
Wilk, J6zefa (Kwaczynskdwna)

4:l:O4
Wilk, J6zefa (nee Kwaczynski)

4:3:(A
Willi, Stanislaw 4:l:O4; 4:3tM
Wincenciak 4:2:li
Winiarski 4:2:13
Wiorek, Ed 4:2:13
Wisniewska, Mary 4:4:07
Wisniewski 4:3:11
Wisniewski, Andreasflenry

4:4:06
Wisniewski, Andrej/Ilenry

4:4:06

Wisniewski, Frank 4:4:06 Wrzeszcz,Martin 4:2:lO
Wisniewski, John 4:2:lO Wurl, Joel 4:l:10
Witek 4:4:14 Wylebski 4:l:11
Wiza, Martin 4:2:O9,lO Wyrwas 4:4:14
Wochnick 4:4:O9 WYsocki 4:2:13
Worlarz 4:4:09 'U
Woell, Marcus 4:2:13
woisniewski,Francis 4:3:08 Y|',f;#r'ff' ?litr 4:4:06'07

Wojcik, Jogeph 4:3:16 y;il;;ki" 4:4:a6
lojnar 4:2:13 - yonick 4:1:l I

W:llifi :[*ffi ',, 4, 1,06 Y:'f.:; rl;'; ;Ltt.on
Wollak 4:4:09 Z
Wrampelmeier, Ann 4:3:l l;

4:4:b3, Ttbawg,{oseph 4:3:10

Wricza 4:2:L3 Zaleski, Jan Steven, A'G',
Wright, Prof. William E. - 

4:1:10 - ,4ii:10 Zalewski, Father 4:3:08
Wrobel 4:4:09 Zandarowski 4:3:ll

Zawislak, Kathleen 4:2:13
Zaryk,Frank 4:2:lO
Zblowski 4:4:12
Tnlazry 4:2:13
Zgoda 4:3:l0,ll
Zgoda, Vincent 4:2:lO
Zielonka 4:4:tE
Zierrtara,Martin 4:2:lO
Zimnoch, Frederick S. 4:3:05
7-neyslona, Victoria 4:4:07
Tnwada 4:4:09
Zw 4:4:09
Zwack 4:4:09
Zwadzich 4:2:13
Zywicki 4:4;12,15
Zywicki, Albert 4:4:14
Zywickr,Charles 4:4t14
Zywicki,Stephen 4:4:14

St Fleb'rryi g's Oturch
Ban'q's Banl, Ontario,
Canaba

Drmtingby
Shirley Mask
Connolly

St. Hedwig's Church, Barry's Bay, Ontario was
built in 1914 to serve the needs of the large Polish
population of the area. Rev. Peter Biemacki,
founder and first pastor of the parish, was also the
first Canadian bom priest of Polish origins. Msgr.
Ambrose Pick, a native son of the parish, has been
pastor since 1978. The impressive single spired
church sits among century-old pines, overlooking
the picturesque northem bay of Lake Kaminiskeg
and the rolling fields of Mask Island. the Roman-
esque style interior is resplendently illuminated by
stained glass windows and beautifully decorated
with a number of Polish inspired motif's and icons.
Mass is still celebrated in Polish on Sunday mom-
rngs.
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